
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

February 4, 2000

TO COUNTY ASSESSORS AND INTERESTED PARTIES:

                       REVISION OF ASSESSORS’ HANDBOOK SECTION 541
        ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND RAILROADS

Property Taxes Department staff are currently revising Assessors’ Handbook Section 541,
Assessment of Public Utilities and Railroads, which contains material describing the methods
and procedures of state assessment. Key dates in the project, reflecting changes from a prior
advisory letter, are provided below.

April 24 •  Staff to distribute first draft of revised manual
June 9 •  Cutoff date for interested parties to submit comments and alternative text

regarding first draft
July 17 •  Staff to distribute second draft of revised manual and matrix of accepted

and unaccepted modifications to first draft
August 22 •  Staff meeting with interested parties to discuss text
September
29

•  Cutoff date for interested parties to submit alternative text for inclusion in
staff issue papers prepared for the Property Tax Committee

November 1 •  Property Tax Committee hears comments from interested parties regarding
any unresolved issues concerning final text and adopts recommendations
for Board’s consideration

Staff will conduct the revision within a process similar to that used in recent revisions of other
sections of the handbook. Interested parties may submit informal written comments or
suggestions prior to the completion and distribution of the first draft; please submit by April 3,
2000.

This letter and future project documents will be posted to the Board’s Web site
(www.boe.ca.gov). Please submit written comments or suggestions, or more general questions
about the project, to either Paul Lane or Benjamin Tang, Property Taxes Department, Policy,
Planning, and Standards Division, P.O. Box 942879, MIC: 64, Sacramento, CA 94279-0064. Mr.
Lane can be reached at (916) 324-5828 (voice) or (916) 323-8765 (facsimile); Mr. Tang at (916)
324-2720 (same facsimile).

Sincerely,

/s/ David J. Gau for

Richard C. Johnson
Deputy Director
Property Taxes Department

JOHAN KLEHS
First District, Hayward

DEAN ANDAL
Second District, Stockton

CLAUDE PARRISH
Third District, Torrance

JOHN CHIANG
Fourth District, Los Angeles

KATHLEEN CONNELL
State Controller, Sacramento

E. L. SORENSEN, JR.
Executive Director
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