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TO COUNTY ASSESSORS: 

• 

• 

January 18, 1978 

SENIOR CITIZENS' PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT 
PROGRAM - ASSESSOR 1 S PROCEDURE 

As you are aware, the Property Tax Postponement Law of 1977 (AB 1070, 
Chapter 1242) allows qualified senior citizens who were 62 or older on 
December 31, 1976 to have the State pay all or part of the taxes on the 
home they occupy. The amount the State pays will become a lien against 
the home and interest will be charged at the rate of 7 percent per year 
(not compounded). Payment of the lien and interest is postponed until 
the senior citizen moves out of or sells the home, dies and does not 
have a spouse who continues to reside in the home, or allows future taxes 
to become delinquent. All or part of the lien may be paid at any time • 

The Legislature provided that the tax collector should record the post
ponement on the extended roll. Section 2514, Revenue and Taxation Code, 
pertains to the tax collector's responsibilities,and Section 2515 lists 
the assessor's responsibilities. Detailed information may be obtained 
from the Senior Citizens' Property Tax Postponement Guide released by 
the State Controller's Office; you should have received a copy. 

Summarizing Section 2515, the assessor's responsibilities are to: 

1. Enter or attach on the Notice of Lien for Postponed 
Property Taxes a description of the real property for 
which the taxes have been paid by use of a Certificate 
of Eligibility. The description should be current and 
of the type normally made by the mapping staff; a 
description similar to that used for tax deeded property 
is sufficient. 

2. Enter on the Notice of Lien for Postponed Property Taxes 
the names of all record owners of the property. Assessors 
may have to obtain this information from the master 
property records or from the deed itself. 

Enter on the assessment records applicable to such 
property the fact that the taxes for the property have 
been postponed • 
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4. Notify the Controller when a change of ownership status 
occurs for property that is participating in the program. 

As the Controller's identification number merely consists of (l) the parcel 
number and (2) the county number, both numbers known to the assessor, 
there is no need to develop an elaborate data processing system. An 
asterisk or similar flag on the assessment record applicable to such 
property should indicate that the taxes on the property have been post
poned. Some assessors may find that a tickler file will meet their needs. 

The assessor is not required to indicate that taxes have been postponed 
on the property he lists on the preliminary roll. 

If you have any questions concerning procedures to be adopted by the 
assessor, please call William Grommet or Vance Price, their phone number 
is (916) 445-4982. 
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Jack Fe Eisenlauer, Chief 
Assessment Standards Division 
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