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September 30, 2015 

TO COUNTY ASSESSORS: 

KERN COUNTY 
ASSESSMENT PRACTICES SURVEY 

A copy of the Kern County Assessment Practices Survey Report is enclosed for your 
information. The Board of Equalization (BOE) completed this survey in fulfillment of the 
provisions of sections 15640-15646 of the Government Code. These code sections provide that 
the BOE shall make surveys in each county and city and county to determine that the practices 
and procedures used by the county assessor in the valuation of properties are in conformity with 
all provisions of law. 

The Honorable Jon Lifquist, Kern County Assessor-Recorder, was provided a draft of this report 
and given an opportunity to file a written response to the findings and recommendations 
contained therein. The report, including the assessor's response, constitutes the final survey 
report, which is distributed to the Governor, the Attorney General, and the State Legislature; and 
to the Kern County Board of Supervisors, Grand Jury, and Assessment Appeals Board. 

Fieldwork for this survey was performed by the BOE's County-Assessed Properties Division 
from September through October 2013. The report does not reflect changes implemented by the 
assessor after the fieldwork was completed. 

The former Assessor-Recorder Mr. James Fitch and his staff gave their complete cooperation 
during the survey fieldwork. We gratefully acknowledge their patience and courtesy during the 
interruption of their normal work routine. 

 Sincerely, 
 
                                                                                                         /s/ Dean R. Kinnee 
 
 Dean R. Kinnee 
 Deputy Director 
 Property Tax Department 
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State Controller 
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Executive Director 
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http://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/pdf/15apsr0915.pdf

	September 30, 2015
	TO COUNTY ASSESSORS:
	KERN COUNTY

	ASSESSMENT PRACTICES SURVEY
	Dean R. Kinnee
	DRK:dcl
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Objective
	Scope and Methodology
	Executive Summary
	Overview of Kern County
	Findings and Recommendations
	Administration
	Disaster Relief
	RECOMMENDATION 1: Improve the disaster relief program by requesting the board of supervisors to revise the disaster relief ordinance to conform to section 170.


	Assessment of Real Property
	Change in Ownership
	Penalties
	RECOMMENDATION 2: Apply section 482(a) penalties for failure to file completed Change in Ownership Statements (COS) timely.

	Legal Entity Ownership Program (LEOP)
	RECOMMENDATION 3: Improve the LEOP program by: (1) reassessing all properties owned by the legal entity undergoing a change in control or ownership, and (2) properly implementing the penalty process in accordance with section 482(b).


	New Construction
	RECOMMENDATION 4: Improve the new construction program by valuing CIP at its fair market value.

	Taxable Possessory Interests
	RECOMMENDATION 5: Improve the taxable possessory interest program by assessing all taxable possessory interests.

	Mineral Property
	Petroleum Property
	RECOMMENDATION 6: Improve the petroleum assessment program by allocating a base year value to each property item and removing value for property items no longer located on the appraisal unit.



	Assessment of Personal Property and Fixtures
	Audit Program
	RECOMMENDATION 7: Improve the audit program by performing the minimum number of audits of professions, trades, and businesses pursuant to section 469.

	Business Equipment Valuation
	RECOMMENDATION 8: Improve the business equipment valuation program by exempting personal property owned and held by banks and financial corporations.

	Manufactured Homes
	RECOMMENDATION 9: Improve the manufactured homes program by: (1) excluding site value when determining the current market value to be enrolled, and (2) documenting that manufactured homes enrolled as improvements meet the requirements of Health and Sa...


	Appendix A: Statistical Data
	Table 1: Assessment Roll
	Table 2: Change in Assessed Values
	Table 3: Gross Budget and Staffing
	Table 4: Assessment Appeals
	Table 5: Exemptions – Welfare
	Table 6: Change in Ownership
	Table 7: New Construction
	Table 8: Declines In Value
	Table 9: Business Property Statements

	Appendix B: County-Assessed Properties Division Survey Group
	Kern County

	Chief
	Survey Team Supervisor:
	Survey Team Leader:
	Survey Team:
	Appendix C: Relevant Statutes and Regulations
	Assessor's Response to BOE's Findings



