
Asssssee ’ 5 FticJllz-, to Ai-;idr.ss the Board 

On biarch 6, 1973, your staff 
on whether or cot a state assessee had 
publicly a&dress the Coard at the ti=.te 

re&?st& a 
an absolute 

Grief opinion ,. ‘I’ .I; 
rir;ht to 

. . 
’ 

an escape assessrent 
aijainst that aszesse. e was under cmzidsration. YresI.zxably, the 
purpose oE We 2rldrass ~2Uld be to persuade the Soard against . .., 
entering the cscxpe either by inaction or an Lmediatc vote 
not to enter. It is 0:~ vi598 that an address of this nature : 
would not be proper. 

Initially, it should be'borne in mind that there is 
no legal raqui*%.&., ---fit that ministerial acts.of an asmssor mtzst 
be aceuallJ decided in public session, Although the Board chooses 
to do so, usually dilring an adzinist~ativr agenda, it dozs SO %y . 
its oTwn F::esogative ard not via naudate. Thus it follows that if 
the Goard is permitted to take such action in private, then C,!lcrc 
is ITLO &solute rk&t for an assessce to &dress the Goard just 
becauss it tis chosen to decide such a rmtter in public session. 

Obversely, it is clear, 'b&b as a nattcr of statute acd 
fundmental due process, that once a decision that affects tha, 
assassce's property has been r?.ade, tilat the assesse9 is absolu&2ly 
entitled to notice of the action and the right to be heard in 
appeal of that action. Concurrently, ft.is &eratfve t!2at tic 
asscssee9s right to a fair hearing not be irqtfred. If the 
amessee was heard and his position rejected in relation to the 
altering of the escanc, it would then he hiqhly suspect as to 
whether he would be kairly heard by the sam body at the tiz.a of 
his statutory anpeal. As a practical i;?atter, appearances bafore 
the Board at this t&c should be discouraged in all cases.siqly 

: 
, *” 

because if it were d~cidecl to grant 
~m~hcl thm becorm necessary to drm 
asocasees on a the available basin 
result in arbitrary action from the 

one or ttro such requests, it * :’ 
the line against oth3r , 
and this would obviously . 
L1ssessee.s' parqectivc. 

‘, 



be : Hr. Douglas D. Bell 
Xr. J. J. Delaney. 
l-k. Glenn L. Rigby 
Mr. Halter R‘. Senini 
1Z.r. Neilcn 13. Jennings 
Mrs. Janice M+sterton 


