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CHURCH EXEMPTION 

230.0020 Church Uses. Where the primary use of buildings, land and 
equipment is for religious worship, the exemption will be available if incidental 
uses are made of the property by the church on a noqinterfering basis. 
Incidental, nonjnterfering uses must be supportive of primary religious 
worship use, usually involve only present or prospective members of the 
congregation, and include religious instructional sessions, choir practice 
sessions, church administration, church business meetings, and most activities 
of auxiliary organizations accountable to the local church authority. C 
10/22/81. 
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At ti.:.e re<.n.:.~:s-t. of M:r. h'ill.iat.:- L. c.ro~et; tr".ie :.card' a 
a~ptio.a Ui[i.cr.;.r I' We .;laVU co.n:sidu.rc.a t.;."le: a.V.l.i:t.a.Dility o.t t-.1(;:. 
Cl.l.w::c.h, >J"~Alfa.rc, ;:;rui college ~mpt.ions for· propert'J t~tion 
;.,~.._ +.:-. ·::.- ~~;:~ ...... ...-_.,"~""'~ 'i c~'""~ll-'""!~, ·-•'1--r"'-·C•""'J:.,..: ..... ··-~<~.""' l,' .,...,r .. ) ....... ~y,.'.;.; ;~c;- ~-!lt~ rt'"!'>llr' ... •~~ :II~ w ~-.J:.\"'"l~or 
~ ~~ ..:.:t-v..,.....,.u.Lo ~ ... ~ ........... :J.-..,..;;,~ ,.~,.,....._,._...:;J.t ~, ...,_'-"-1...;.•__.. "'-•- "'-""'"....,.....,~. ..... ~,..,'-..,.. 

for &i.Dlic;.,.J.. St'".iius r.mic:a is t.:l:= a"Uuject oi t:Uis lo:l:.tax. 

J..s w.: undcrsta.mi t:na.t: you are familiar vith the 
uoaru. s As~cssor:s' fi&.ndboo:t ... .:\.£! 262,. 
;,:t(.ii;. -·-·---·-----·-C~1urch Zx.~.;z~ .. ,tion I W'e have 

.:.;.)i.Ci!rptaci. auci (ruo·te.d rel-~vant port.ic:tt.;..t of ta~ !landboo.k 
~l~.rei:-.1... J;;a.f.tice it tv say Wat the J.soa.r;:l has reeogn.i:zed in 
J~!i .262: cilat 'w"'!tar~ me pritaar;r• usa of :Ouildi.n.gs, la:1d and 
lflt.,iu.i,?l::te.:tt i$ tor rC'li.~iv~"'s: wors~:t.ip, t!le c!l..urch -exal:l?tion ~ill 
stil~ oo availii;;le to a church if incident:.a.l a.nd/<:u: raascnably 
.uecessary usus arc ll«ll.d<ii of t.hoe t;n:ild.i:J:1g:!l, la.:o.d and equ.igz;oent 
JJY t.1c Cllurc.'l en. a nou-inter.fari.ug basis, and -ch.at. inciclen.tal,. 
non-intc.r:l.::""ri.l.l"J uzc.s l!.IU.St:. b'Jo sulnmrt.i:ve of pri;;,ar.i r<!l.igious 
wors.t<.i.p u""', u.su<~lly ir.volve only pr!Z!S<l:lnt or LJrospuctive 
ltiltl=~r:'l of t:.b.e con.gre•;ation, ar.cl iuclucl¢ .reli.gious illstructi.onal 
s.:at.>aiCil;!l• choir pract.iciil aesuions, church a.d,.,ini!>tratim, ch.urch 
J;)us.incs.ll l1ltletingli, il.\'ld .1!1;0$1:. activities of auxilllar.t orgard.
~<il-t.io:n.a accowltable to t.l.te local CO.urch aut:.r'lorit.y. 

~uu.s, <l.lil.ltllilin·g t:ta.t. tlle pri!<lAry usc of the Church' a 
.bu.ildin\;JS, l.:md an:i <::<;iui;::,l.~kl.nt is for :religious uorsll.!.:p, ~a 
C'llurcu. e~l't'.ption. is p.r®ab~y available for t.Uat portion of its 
;,;:,;;ntt!:r .for Bilil.l.cal studies, a =1 tipurp;::;sc building used for 
of.f.ic..:.a, co::.far~•ce/claJ:~s roo~, .a.md .a l.ih:rary, used e=llll!li.V~ly 
;..y 'l:i.W Cllurcb. 
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W.it;t .rcnpact. to the US<l! of the C::!.:ater fc.r :i3ibllcnl 
::ituti~.a. by ot..u.er orgauiza:cicns, WA..tare t;1c pri~ary usa of 
o...U.~..lL'tg:::;, la:.1.c. an.i •.!quipl'.'.cnt. is fc:: r~ligious worship, th . .a 
iluarci .he.s recog~lize.fi furtl1~r i:l AiL 262 til.at t...,.e C:!ur:r-..:11. exe~tion. 
w·i.J..J. iJo av.::.i.l.o.lJl<l: ii t.b.ii l:.n.:.il.rii:J.gs, land and er..iUi;.Jl."!<l:lt; a.re used 
;;;y no:J.;;•.rotit., c.:.1aritable, loc1:1.l ci'Vi.c grc.up:; for rilildOlll m~atings 
C.:.l. ~ n.ol:-to-int~rfera ba.ois. It. hM .no-t ~·:~ne so far as to . •. -. , . .,,. l ... t 
CO~.l.CL;;;;.r 0.;:).~0.4Z..L~.J 1.1$!!3 OJ:. C.ilU.IC.l ~.H.UJ..Ol.~<;·s 1 Q..UCI. allU. Ei\iUl.:;?Z:.&a 
bi ot;;•..;::: orj;.::1li.Zi.l.t.ious .:mG./o:c use;.;; oi liPJCi:t vrope.rt.y tor college 
l~Uri;.~o_:;.u..r,; i:Jy Ot:-41C.C o.rya .. u.iz~t:.ionz- to be wit.hi.L tlle- pu.rv ... it:-'tl of the 
O!.i.urc:l ·c;:;;wnipt.ioti, howev::n.:·. Rather, t:.n~e. we.l.fare e;-<e...:np.tioa or 
t:ll.u col..i.c.<J~ exc:r~ption. as t:1a c.:l:i5e. way :Oe, is the ;.;.pplicaJJle 
ul':'~'ui?tiCl~ in /J.'iJC:l i=t.anc<:>ll!. 

Astain:::r;. bis .bacJ~ground ben, tt.a Consia-e.r t.he use:s. of 
t..'l.a ~m::ur fvr .,ll>lical St.udi<i:2 by t:J:J,u sevc:::al. Otil2r xuligioull 
or~;~1.i24tion~ r Ccr:.:tar for Ei:Jiic.al Studi.$5 1 I~t.:., Fresno Facifi.c 
Coll;;:<,:;a, A>•cl >;a."l:loni~ :sr .. t.U.r ~ Bi.Pl.ical ·s.minar.r. 

hc~cruL•~ to your Au8~t 17, 1301, l~t~ar to Mr~. ~v~lyn 
Starn of. ~.e St~~islaua count.yAs~essor's Cffice, ~~e C~n~r for 
.EilJ.lical St.ut..l.i#~a, Inc. is a n.onprofi t c.orporati-o::. vhooe. purr;;ose 
ia to r.,.i;;~:~ iunit.r.l \J.'liOlh aro U>:~c.;i. to sand oieserving st.~ta 
tk4rou\.).il. a colltl9~ <md oen:i:1ary educa.tion>i.\.l expc:::ience in prep-· 
ara~ion for ~ull-~'~•e Chri~t.ian service. ~~e Cen~r ~~~tains 
no office in the buildino;; but d.::es rece.iv.a Jrulil. a1ld donated 
f-W.l.ds Were • 

In recei villg n~ail and funds at t\1~ .building c:m. an 
ongoing i)<::.Sis, t'".e Center is usi."l9· a 'por.tio:c. of. tile building, 
etc., indirect.ly, i! not directly. 'X'hu!ll, the welfar$ exe!!'.ption. 
ia t.llu aiJplicahle oxeuipti=, a.:..d both th.c Churcn .:ma t.h.e. center: 

. must ooet Ute· r<il<.filireme:.1ti! . tilerefor far that portion of .. the. 
huil.dinlJ, etc., u~d hy the Center t.o be .exe:£pt •. 

Also according to said August. 17, 1!1131, letter,,. ll'rasno 
l>aaific: colluge &.UL! Na:nnonite- fir<ltnru;l 1.\.l.blic~l S.ar.:d.nary Xlllarely 
provic.a accreci.itatior: a::-1d. r,.ive colls•;re or nmaiui:ir'J creuit.s to 
apprcpriatu stuueuts tak~g 5t~~c:d BL~le and Bible-related 
cour~:~,.;s taught tty tho Churc~-. 's. staff pr.i.m=ily for it> l:llel!lber.s. 

-:fha £·J.rl:her · preaenc<!> of l"reS..'1.•C Pacific College <md 
~ennonit~ Bruthrn~ ~i~lioal Saminary ill this activity ia 
il.Vid.allc~d, llowavor, L:l th•.! followi::~<;p 

l. Stu&r,.t.s taking t..1.et eours,as appareJltly knew in 
<o.dv;w.cc tlw::=o:~of t.:l.:tt Fre1:1no J?acifi.c Collage &'1.d 
v.cu~oni~e uro~ren Ui~liaal bek~&ry will provide 
a;uc~:.;. a cere eli t.aeioa ..ocrui credi b .. 
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2. Th<$ un<.l.,rgr<~duuto program i..:l tho Ce:tter for· 
·qj hliC4l s:·tu:cii~s ia .an e;::.tt;:.u~tl car;i:.)us of the 
.Fr.1sao l?uci!icCollago (Si.<;a on buila.i.:ag and 
ChurC!l. lit.erat.uro} •• 

3. ~:JZ graduate school pro,.r~ t.'lcrci:1 is an 
. ext.~at.io=.l cf. -~la i.t.ie~ot.:tit.u Dretb.rc;;t ~iblical. 
Sstr.il'lary (Sig;;;l. on bu.Ud;l::l:; :1t1G. Oturcll lite.rat.u.ru) •. 

4. A fe!ll of $27 r.:.-~r unit ia C.'1.arc"d, Oil.c-t1lird or 
~3 of w;;lic~:t. iS· fcrwarJod. to Fr-tO.!s...'1o .Pe.ci.f.ic Cclleae · 
or •~rmon.ite En.ttll.'"erl ~ilillcal.. Se:ci::lary 1 as be • 
ca~r.:.: may be. 

A.ccorclin'..Jl.t ~ becr:.u:-se o£ thair involve!::,.!!lt in. tiLi!i 
activity 1 f'rcml.o i .. Acii:ic: CollGr~e ana .. l~n..""lo.nitc.. ti:t:l3;tilnl.a Zliblical 
£;;:{;,. .... ~ lT\1_.,. ... _.,_ ...... :~;~lc' n: - ..... __ .... _. '"l'r' o.f;' ..... ,,u·t,:c-t ... .. 
..., _ _.w,..., ...,_.! v .. -1..., ~.,.ot ~ ,_ i!.."'....,.._ ._...._ ....... _ """ h.?- · .. -~ ·~~t...... ~_,lc;l.· r~-~.- .i!· 1 \· 

!l,..;.,._'.i:.l U• •'-'~~ ' '- >,...""" • I ..i-i. "' ·--..... ..,..,J: I 

ii not d.i~~.ctl.:t. T!l~, Ul.O. ccllugo e;;e~;pt.iOll- is the appliclilile 
e:.:.m;,pcion, =d bot!l Prasno Pacit.ic Colles;e a:td !~:mo:;;ite.-· 
~ro.tl.u:~::~. ~iL-lica~ ~~:lintJ.ry, · a!S ·...:0ll i:'i.S. ~l~ Ci:v.u:c~ or Cl.e cantor 
·for :.?ii;lical .Gt.uOi.es, Inc. r as ~"1.e Gil:!Sa I:J.Ay bta" r:.iUSt meet that 
r-.l:qtt!..rell1't'!:lta there fr..;r fo;r_ t1.i'l.t. ?-Or·tion -o.f ~~a:. builct:u.c; r eta •. , 
ua:ed );J:f J:':resno P.:1.ci!ic Coll.egn a~:W. lritm."'lonire BrtH;.-u:en Biblical. 
Seci;'lar.f to be a=la;:)t. The h-&lfm <i>xe:~?tio:.t is uot. avai.lahlc 
l:>acau.sa of t.ha prohibit.icm. ag·ni::J.<lt construing it. to .ar..large ·the 
coll£ge exerxpt.ion. (Ri'-3V. « 'l'a"'. C;:;d.:, 5 ;n,n. 

Ver:t truly youra, 

J.u:.aa .1:(:. ~nic;nl, Jr •. 
'Xu COu:l.ael 

cc1 Mr. David l-i. 1'riplett 
s t:.anislaus Cou:lt:l Asses~ or 
Attn: H:s. £vcl::z··u Stern 

be: l!.u:. Gordon P. Adelman. 
Nr. Robert H. Gustafson 
Hr. Vu=e Walton 
Legal. Section {) 




