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TO COUNTY ASSESSORS: 

ASSESSMENT OF POSSESSORY INTERESTS I N  UNDEVELOPED MINEFAL 
R I G H R T ~ K M  POSSESSORY INTEREST ASSESS~ENT 

We have had several quest ions regarding change o f  ownership i n  pos- 
sessory i n t e r e s t s  i n  mining c la ims when an annual proof  of l abo r  i s  
f i l e d .  It i s  our p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  does not  c o n s t i t u t e  a change of 
ownership. 

By expending c e r t a i n  labor, money, and f i l i n g  proof  o f  such, the  holder  
o f  a mining c l a i m  u n i  l a t e r a l l y  perpetuates h i s  possessory i n t e r e s t  i n  
t he  claim; no new government permission i s  necessary. The scope of the  
r i g h t  does no t  change, nor  are new r i g h t s  created. The holder  has sim- 
p l y  s a t i s f i e d  a c o n d i t i o n  f o r  con t i nua t i on  o f  the r i g h t  acquired by the 
holder  when the  c l a i m  was f i l e d .  

The f i l i n g  of a p roo f  o f  labor  does no t  t r a n s f e r  a present i n t e r e s t  
i nc lud ing  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  use thereof  t h a t  i s  equ iva len t  t o  t he  fee i n -  
t e r e s t  prov ided f o r  i n  Sect ion  60 o f  the C a l i f o r n i a  Revenue and Taxa- 
t i o n  Code. I n  addi t ion,  i t  does no t  meet the c r i t e r i a  expressed i n  
Sect ion 61(b) o r  i n  Rule No. 467 o f  the  C a l i f o r n i a  Admin is t ra t i ve  Code 
which prov ide  t h a t  a change o f  ownership i n  a possessory i n t e r e s t  oc- 
curs  when the  i n t e r e s t  i s  created, renewed, subleased, assigned, o r  
ex tended. 

This  does not  change our p o s i t i o n  on the renewal o f  shor t - term leases 
on tax-exempt land such as graz ing r i g h t s ,  boat s l i ps ,  o r  a i rp lane  t i e  
downs. Such renewals are c l e a r l y  a change o f  ownership under Sect ion 
61 (b) o f  t he  Revenue and Taxat ion Code. 

I hope t h a t  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  you. If you have any ques- 
t ions ,  please contac t  our  Technical Serv ices Sect i o n  a t  (916) 445-4982. 

Sincere ly ,  

2- U& 
Verne Walton, Chief  
Assessment Standards D i v i s i o n  
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