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TO CCIUNTY ASSESSORS: 

Q~es t ions  have been raised conceraing the proper method f o r  calculating 
the aqoiint of the ~ e n a l t y  f o r  f a i lu re  to cozpiy with change i n  owner- 
s!5? r e w r t i n g  requiro,?lmts (Art ic le  2.5 of the Revenu~ and Taxation 
Code) when the proper t j  ~ r a n s f e r r e d  cons is.:^ of more than one assessor 's  
parcel. Should a ssparate penalty be calculated f o r  each parcel o r  
should one penalty be calculated f o r  the en t i r e  propert j  transferred? 

Under surrent  law, the penalty i s  levied on the @*real propertyw trans- 
ferred. The propert j  traqsferred i s  defined by the l ega l  aescrlption 
on tha t ransfer  document ( the deed), m-d the assessort s parcel n u h e r s  
have no l e g a l  standing as property descriptions. .Therefore, it i s  the 
E ~ z r c ? ~  s po5iti.m tha t  one penalty i s  calculated f o r  the propert j  trans- 
fe r red  (as indicated on the t ransfer  document) regardless of the number 
of assessor t s  p r c e l s  infoly~ed.  When two o r  more separate properties 
are  transferred by a s ingle  deed and the assessor has requested separate 
cns-age I n  ownership statements f o r  each property, noncompliance with 
arj cf t k  cequests would s t i l l  generate one penalty calculated on the 
basis of the total property transferred by the deed. %wever, i f  one 
document t ransfers  properties in d i f fe rent  counties, there should be 
a ~ e n a l t y  i n  each county where f a i l u r e  to f i l e  the requested information 
o c c - ~ s .  The penalty would be $100 o r  10 percent of the taxes on the 
property i n  the county where the f-ng was not made. 

If yoa have any questions regarding this sukject, please r e f e r  them to 
our Technical Services Sectioa; t h e i r  tdep.mne number, i s  (910) 4.45-4982. 

Sincerely, 

i e rne  Walton, Chief 
Assessnent Standards Division 

 




