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Form to Implement Senate Bill 111, 
Seismic Safety Construction Exclusion 

I. Issue 
 What form should the State Board of Equalization (Board) adopt to implement the provisions of Senate 

Bill 1111 which revised the seismic safety construction exclusion from property taxation? 

II. Alternative 1 - Staff Recommendation 
 Staff recommends that the attached draft form BOE-64, Claim for Seismic Safety Construction Exclusion 

from Assessment, be adopted by the Board. 

III. Other Alternative(s) Considered 
 None 

 

                                                           
1 Stats. 2008, Ch. 336, effective June 9, 2010. 
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IV. Background 
 Government Code section 15606, subdivision (d), mandates that the Board shall prescribe and enforce the 

use of all forms for the assessment of property for taxation. More specifically, Revenue and Taxation 
Code section 74.5 provides that the Board will prescribe the manner and form for claiming the seismic 
safety construction exclusion from property taxation. 

 
On June 8, 2010, the voters of California approved Proposition 132 which amended article XIII A of the 
California Constitution to combine two former new construction exclusions for seismic retrofitting. The 
results of this constitutional amendment was that provisions were implemented from a California 
Assessors' Association (CAA) omnibus bill (Senate Bill 111) to delete a 15-year limitation for qualified 
seismic improvements made to unreinforced masonry buildings. The implementing statute is Revenue 
and Taxation Code section 74.5. 
 
As amended, section 74.5 provides a new construction exclusion for the addition of any seismic 
retrofitting components to existing buildings and structures. Section 74.5 does not apply to any seismic 
retrofitting components of an entirely new structure. Section 74.5 further provides: 
 

The State Board of Equalization shall prescribe the manner and form for claiming 
the exclusion. 

 

V. Discussion 
 When the proposed constitutional amendment (Proposition 13) was placed on the ballot for the June 

elections, Board staff began working on revisions to form BOE-64 in the event that Proposition 13 would 
be passed by the voters. A draft of the form was created to incorporate the revisions to section 74.5. The 
form was sent to the CAA Forms Subcommittee for comments. The attached form BOE-64 was approved 
by the CAA Forms Subcommittee. 

 

VI. Alternative 1 - Staff Recommendation 
 Staff recommends that the Board adopt the attached form BOE-64 to implement the provisions of the 

revised seismic safety construction exclusion from property taxation. 

A. Description of Alternative 1 

The attached form BOE-64 was drafted by Board staff for use by counties in providing taxpayers a 
means of filing a claim to receive an exclusion from assessment for the addition of any seismic 
retrofitting components to existing buildings and structures. 

 

After receiving comments from the CAA Forms Subcommittee members, the draft form was revised 
to incorporate their suggestions. The attached form represents consensus by interested parties on all 
issues. 

B. Pros of Alternative 1 

 Adoption of proposed form BOE-64 will promote uniformity within the county assessors' offices 
throughout California and will comply with the Board's mandated requirements in section 74.5 of the 
Revenue and Taxation Code. 

                                                           
2 SCA 4, Stats. 2008, Res. Ch. 115. 
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C. Cons of Alternative 1 

 None 

D. Statutory or Regulatory Change for Alternative 1 

 None 

E. Operational Impact of Alternative 1 

 None 

F. Administrative Impact of Alternative 1 

1. Cost Impact 

 Development of Property Tax forms is within the scope of statutory duties of the County-Assessed 
Properties Division and will be absorbed by existing staff. 

2. Revenue Impact 

 None 

G. Taxpayer/Customer Impact of Alternative 1 

 None 

H. Critical Time Frames of Alternative 1 

Action by the Board at its July 2010 meeting will ensure timely compliance with the constitutional 
amendment passed by the voters on June 8, 2010, and its implementing legislation which took affect 
on June 9, 2010. 

 
VII. Other Alternatives 

A. Description of Alternative       

 None 
 

  
 
Preparer/Reviewer Information 

Prepared by:  Property and Special Taxes Department; County-Assessed Properties Division 

Current as of: June 11, 2010
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