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Agenda Item : Timber Harvest Value Schedules

Issue

Should the old growth and young growth categories used to classify, value, and report timber for
yield tax purposes be replaced by average log-size categories?

Committee Discussion

Staff reported to the Committee a brief history, trends, and administration costs for the timber
yield tax program. Staff recommended that old growth and young growth categories be replaced
by four general log-size categories.

Staff, representatives from the Timber Advisory Committee (Del Norte County Assessor,
Humboldt County Assessor, and an Industry Representative), and a representative from the Sierra
Club presented their views on the proposed changes in reporting categories of the timber harvest
value schedules.

The discussion centered on the cost effectiveness of administering the timber yield tax program
in light of the decline in timber harvest and timber yield tax revenues over the years.
Representatives of the Timber Advisory Committee indicated their support for the staff
recommendation although there would be a one-time up-front conversion cost. The
representative from the Sierra Club expressed concern about the loss of old growth data
maintained under the current reporting system. Committee Members discussed the possibility of
reducing the administrative costs for the timber yield tax program while addressing the concerns
raised by the Sierra Club representative.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

PROPERTY TAX COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
HONORABLE KATHLEEN CONNELL, COMMITTEE CHAIR

450 N STREET, SACRAMENTO

MARCH 16, 1999



Board Committee Meeting Minutes Page 2

Committee Action/Recommendation

The Committee voted to delay action on the staff recommendation until next month and directs
the staff to have discussions with the Timber Advisory Committee and the Sierra Club with
respect to the old growth data question.

Approved:  /s/ Marcy Jo Mandel for                                       

Kathleen Connell, Committee Chair

/s/ Timothy W. Boyer for                                                

  E. L. Sorensen, Jr., Executive Director

BOARD APPROVED

at the     3/17/99              Board Meeting

/s/ Janice Masterton                                             

Janice Masterton, Chief

Board Proceedings Division


