
Joseph C. Kelly 

 

September 22, 2010 

Taxpayer's Rights Advocates Office 
450 N Street, MIC:70 
P.O. Box 942879 
Sacramento, Ca. 94279-0070 

Attn: Mark Sutter 

Re: Leslie K. Davis, Acting Assessor Calaveras County, Assessor elect. 

Mr. Sutter: 

Enclosed are copies of verbal presentations to the Calaveras County Board 
of Supervisors in April 2010. Also enclosed are copies of public tax records 
ofLeslie K. Davis' purchase, subsequent tax records, newspaper articles, 
public records request response and a declaration of Aaron Alan Unger. 

Secondly, a notice to my wife and I from the Calaveras County Assessor's 
Office, Leslie K. Davis Acting Assessor regarding Homeowners' exemption. 

The issue of Leslie K. Davis' purchase was researched and presented to the 
Calaveras County Board of Supervisor by Jon Ellis of Arnold, California. 
A key point to this issue: a public statement by Leslie K. Davis that within 
the purchase was personal property. A contradictory declaration by Aaron 
Alan Unger states there was not any personal property included in the sale. 

In my opinion this issue has not been fully investigated by the county and 
possibly missed by the BOE property tax survey members when reviewing 
Acting Assessor Davis' property. 

The second issue: the Homeowner's Property Tax Exemption notice. 
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The timing of this notice just days before the June election in which Leslie 
K. Davis was a candidate for assessor. The format of the notice is 
inconsistent with the normal communication pattern for the agency. 

It is my understanding the Acting Assessor has supervisory control over the 
agency, the same responsibilities as if elected. 

I request a review of these issues to detect any possible unlawful acts. 

Respectfully, 

9~t!?(~ 




R&T §401. Every assessor shall assess all property subject to general property 
taxation at its full value. 

EVIDENCE CODE §664. It is presumed that official duty has been regularly 
performed. 

I call your attention to APN 070-001-008, the subject property. 

On 08/0212004, according to MLS records, the subject property listed for 
$499,950.00. 

On 10/22/2004, the subject property sold. The recorded Grant Deed reveals the 
County Transfer Tax of $462. This verifies the sale price at $420,000 ($1.10 per 
$1,000 of the real estate sale price). The sale price is conclusively presumed to 
be the base year value. (See Tax Rule 305.S.(c) Base Year Value Presumption). 

On 01/01/2005, per county record, the subject property assessed value was 
$380,000, with no homeowner exemption. This is $40,000 less then the sale 
price and $48,500 less than the sale price when adjusted for the CPI. The 
adjusted base year value should be $428,500. 

On 01101/2006, per county record, the subject property assessed value was 
$380,600, including a $7,000 homeowner exemption. This is $39,400 less then 
the sale price and $56,470 less than the adjusted base year value of $437,070. 

On 01/01/2007, per county record, the subject property assessed value was 
$388,352, including the $7,000 homeowner exemption. This is $31,648 less then 
the sale price and $57,459 less than the adjusted base year value of $445,811. 

On 01/01/2008, per county record, the subject property assessed value was 
$339,000 including the $7,000 homeowner exemption. This is one of the very few 
properties in Calaveras County to receive a prop 8 adjustment during this 
calendar year. 

On 01/01/2009, per county record, the subject property assessed value is 
$277,000, including the $7,000 homeowner exemption. However, out of eight 
neighboring adjacent properties, with the number 1 being the lowest assessed 
value ($187,403) and number 8 being the highest assessed value ($384,000), 
the subject property is the second lowest current assessed value. 

I hereby submit the above referenced documents for the record to verify my 
allegations. 

I call your attention to Civil Code §1711. which states "One who practices a 
deceit with intent to defraud the public, or a particular class of persons, is 
deemed to have intended to defraud ev~ry individual in that class, who is actually 

http:499,950.00


misled by the deceit. n The taxpayers of Calaveras County are this class of 
persons. 

As you can see from the documentation I have presented, the owner of the 
subject property is public employee Leslie K. Davis, current Calaveras County 
acting Assessor and candidate for Office of Assessor. 

Ms. Davis self dealing actions for ill gotten gains are in direct violation of the tax 
rules, R &T Code §1365, GC §871 00 and Evidence Code §664 &669. 

This is a conflict of interest and a violation of public trust. You have a duty to 
verify the documentation I have presented, to instruct county counsel to secure 
all assessors' files related to the subject property immediately. noting the location 
of the files then place Ms. Davis on administrative leave pending a full 
investigation. 

In closing, I await a public announcement of the Boards action on this subject 
matter remembering that the taxpayers of Calaveras County deserve full 
transparency and disclosure on this issue. 
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3.010 

Rl - Single Family 

calaveras 

Ranch 

2 car Attached Garage 

Carpet, Tile 

Double 

FAG, Woodstove 

Ceiling Fans, Central Air 

Public 

Septic 

Yes 

No 

Comp, Shingle 

Vinyl Siding 

Slab 

Corner, View 

Yes 

Level 

Paved 

Level, Up-slope 

Extril Insulaoon 

No 

No 

Manufact: No 

Garage: Yes 

otherPkg: No 

Loft: No 

Pool: No 

Spa: Yes 

ContactInformation 
Ustlng Firm: 	 SIMPLIFIED REAL1Y(MLO) 


Listing Agent: AARON UNGER 


Office Phone: 	 (209) 5'15-7220 ext. 11 
Toll Free #: 


Home Phone: (  


Cell Phone: 


Fax#: (209) 545-7222 


Agent Email: aa[!Io@lsiIIlQliflCdlllC.ru:l 

Co-Llster: 


Co Off"1OIl Ph: Co Cell Ph: 


Co Home Ph: Co Fax #: 


Co Toll Free Ph: 


Co Email: 


Occupant Ph: 


Owner/Ph: Amie Dunbar  


OWner Email: 


Agentlnformation 
3.000% DaM: 

No 

Exdusive Right aLP: 
No ONe: 

81 

$499,950 

No 

call Usting Agent 

cash 

Oose of Escrow 

Room Dimensions -Mise. infolAPN :It !;Dues 
OxO Dlsc:Iosure: Yes 

OxO Bond: No 

OxO Sign: Yes 

KItcben: OxO "'PN#: 070{)()1-DOB' 

Breakfast Rm: OxO Spec. Owner: 

Master Bed: OxO 
Bedroom 1: OxO 
Bedroom 2: OxO HOADues: None 

Bedroom 3: OxO DuesFreq: None 

Bedroom 4: OxO DuesAmt: $0 

Loft: OxO Dues lndude: 

OxO None 

Commentsf.Directions 

owner horne all day every day, so showing will be easy. 

hwy-26 to taniS drive 

Report Crealec1 0;"1 2/12/2010 	 Tile foliowlnll mfOllllatlon has been oblilJlled hom soutees believed to be lellable. Howevel, 
neIther tllf~ to'lLS, nor the apent gtJarante~ the aCCur acy of any o~ the information contained tlerelfi. 
Anl'one uSlna the Information contained l1elein st]Quld verify the mfOimatlon Independentl\'. 

mailto:aa[!Io@lsiIIlQliflCdlllC.ru:l
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CALAVERAS COUNTY, CA 10/22/2004 #2004-23178 
KAREN VARNI- COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 08:00:00AM 1 OF 2 

----m:CORDING REUUES I eD B 1 • ----,-----Calaveras TrUe Company 

I 


AND WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: , , , 

Martin G_ Davis and Leslie K. Davis 



 
 ~- \-,J- 1 

~-:J CALAVERAS TITLE COMPANYTitle Order No. 
Escrow No. B5183-HL 

Space above this line tor Recorder'e use 
A.P.N. 	070"()01..o0B 

GRANT DEED 

THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S) DECLARE(S) 
City Transfer Tax is $.00 
County Transfer Tax is $462.00 

(X) 	 Computed on the full consideration or value of property conveyed 
OR 

} Computed on the full consideration or value less liens or encumbrances remaining at time of sale 
(X I Unincorporated Area, and 

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 

Frederick Dunbar and Paula Dunbar, husband and wife 


hereby GRANT(S) to 

Martin G. Davis and Leslie K. Davis, husband and wife, as Community Property with right of survivorship 


the real property in the Unincorporated Area, County of Calaveras, State of California, described as: 

Lot 8 of Rancho Calaveras, Tract No. 170, as shown on the Official Map thereof, filed for record January 23, 1967 in 

Book 2 of Subdivision Maps, Calaveras County Records. . 


MAIL TAX STATEMENTS AS DIRECTED ABOVE 




00 

10/22/2004 #2004-23178CALAVERAS COUNTY, CA 
KAREN VARNI. COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 08:00:00AM 2 OF 2 

-~------~ 

Dated: October 13, 2004 
} 

Frederick Dunbar STATE OF CALIM~~iA"",' -v7 .., 0 )ss 

COUNTY OF L~vrrVbl~~ } 


Paula Dunbar ~y oo~_ 

~U+~ 


Personally appea~~ C-(C /)(uu~ 
~f~ tf)cyJ f?ffHL -~-----

personally known to me (or proved to me on the basis of satls/llctory 

evidence) to be the pefl>O!l(s) whose name(s) islare subscribed to the 

within instrument and acknowledged to me that helsheJ!hey executed 

the same In his.lherllheir authoriZed capaclty(ilM), and that by 

hislilerllhelr .jgnature(s) on the instrument the person(ll) or the entity 

upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 


WITNESS my hand 

MAIL TAX STATEMENTS AS DIRECTED ABOVE 



Current Secured - A,B,S 
Year As of Date 

Land ...•..•...................•...•.•...•. 

Im,)rovements: 

Structural ............................. . 

Growing ..........•... '" ...••••....... 


fi}led .........•.......................• 


Personal PrOI}erty ......................... . 


Pefs.Prop. Mobile Home ......•.•.•...••..•.. 

Exemptions; 

Uet Value...........•..........•.•...•...... 


Owner 

D,l:..VIS r...1Jl.RTJN G .A.ND LESLIE K 

PrevioustyBilied Current Values , 

31,794 

7,000 

1 
interest 

Type from 1 from 2 

Apr 26,2010 

ThisBill 

31,794 

7,[lOD 

172J,1Ei9 

Thru 

__Fjnd !§I~! 
': sfreeman, 04/07/2005 12:57:23 prvl 



Land .................•.......•.•.....••••• 

Impfovements: 


Structural ............................•• 


Growing ........... , ........•....•.• , .. 


Fixed •.•.•..•............•..•••.••.•••. 


Personal Prol)erty ................•......••. 


Pens. Prop. Manufactured Home ........•.••.. 

Exemptions: 

Uet Value .............•..•.........•...•••• ,
, 

15] Fjnd I~I ~J 

File Edit 1.:0: Bill Link Help 

Current Secured - A,B,S 
Assessment Year As of Date --'.'-,-, Owner 

~~!~_:Jl~~ji~~~~l· 2005 iJreIDl D.ll.VIS MARTIN G AND LESLIE K 

Previously Billed Current Values 

'115,000 

265,000 265,000 

380,000 380.000 
Interest 


TYI>e From 1 From 2 Thru, 


Apr 26, 2010 02:13 pm 

This Bill 

115,000 

2005 sfreeman, 04/1012006 11:17:20 AM 



Fllf Edit T.;]/: Bill Un!: Help 

Current Secured - A,B.S Apr 26, 2010 02:12 p.rli 

Assessment Year As of Date Owner 

D.A.VIS MARTIr'~ G AND LESLIE ~: 

-PceviouslYBilled Current Walues This Bill 

--_.-. 

Land .........................••....•..•.•. 117,300 117,300 
Iml)rovements: 

Str uctural ............................. . 
 270,300 270,300 
Growinfi .........•..........•.....•.•.. 

Fixed .............................•.••. 

Pt:fson;}1 Property ......••..............•.•. 

Pers. Prop. Manufactured Home ........•••.•. 

Exemptions: 

7.000 7,000 

ti et V'Jiue..........................•........ 380,600 380.600 
Interest 

Type From 1 from 2 Thru ­

~. I§.I~IIr,,?: Find I :,._ i .
.1-. : ~_ 

2006 sfreeman., 04/10/20079:05:43 Af\1 



T(;0100200h{)Q5: ,tItian) Current Secured - A,B,S 
Owner 

DtJ..VIS MARTIN G AND LESLIE K 

Apt 26, 2010 02.'12 pm 

Lanel . , •....•........•..••....••••...•••••• 

ImprOlJements: 


Structural ...............•..•..••...•..• 


Growing ..... , ........................• 


Fixed ......................•..•...•.•.• 


Personal Prol)erty ..•...•..•. . ........•..• , 


Pers. Prop. Manllf.lctured Home .•........... , 

Exeml)tions: 

tiet V;lllle•.•..•..•..•.••••.••.••...••••••••. 

Previously Billed Current Values This Bill 

119,646 119,646 

275,706 275,706 

7,000 7,000 

388,352 388,352 
Interest 

Type from 1 from 2 Thru . 

sfreeman; 04/09/2008 11:21;34 AIv'! 

.. ]$'] Fj~d 1~i ~J 



Year As of Date 

Current Secured - A,B,S 
Owner 

DI1.VIS MARTIN G ..!1,r\lD LESLIE f{ 

.Apr 26, 2010 

, . . 
, , . cPreuiousty'Billed Current V.alues ThisBill -

Lan<! ......•..............•...•..••••.••••• 145,000 '14:5,000 
Impr Ollements: 

Structural ...........................•.. 
 201,000 20'1,000 

Growing ......•...............•........ 

Fixed .........................••.•••••• 

Per ~,on(ll Property .................•....... , 

Pel s. PrOI). MillUrf'lcture(1 Hom", ............. . 

Exemptions: 


7,000 7,000 

r Uet V'llue.........................••....•.. , 338,000 33:3,000 

Interest 
Type From 1 From 2 Tl1ru 

P,e 2008 shartsockl 04/01/2009 10:09:23 AI'/j 



. File Edit T ax Bill Link Reports Help 

7C0100V095: Main Current Secured - A.B,S Apr26,2010 02:12 pm 

Assessment Year As of Date Owner----------·----,:-=c, 
DAVIS M,ARTIN G ,A,ND LESLIE K 

PreuioustyBilled Current Values ThisBill , 
land ..............................•....•.. 100,000 100,000 
Iml)rovements: 

structural ....•....•.........•.•••.•.••. 184,000 184,000 
Growing .............................. . 


Fixed ...• .- ..•.••..•...•...•.••••.•••••. 

Personal Property •................•.....•.. 

Pers. Prop. M:anufactured Home .....•...•.... 

Exemptions: 

7,000 7,000 

tlet Value..•............•...•...•.•..•..•.•. 277,000 277,000 

Interest 
Type From 1 From 2 Thru 

\ ~smt ,/', Qwners ,I"~ Values I, Ta~ Codes AIaxes /:, Part ~ays ,,~oll. Refunds RiC Refynds ASupqndex ! 

~ ~I jI111m1·"'·~~;·umrl:;ai·;;"·' ..m11 ,
f ~, i,:!fi!nri Find, " .. ........:,.. •..... , ............... I" ........" _ 
 j~!~ 

Ready. 2009 



File Edit Tax Bill Link Help 

Supll Secured (Current) - C,M Apr 27, 2010 {)S'47 rJr!i 

Assessment Year As of Date Owner 

2004 D,!!.,\il:::: M.~RTIN G ,!!.,ND LESLIE to( 

Desc S881 :~: SECUREL' TF.,~.NSFEF.: :::::UF'L Address 

Srtus1 385'1 F,BRRIS DF.: 


Srtlls2 \/,t..LLE'{ SPf.:I~,JC"S C/!, 


Fee Parcel 

Orig Asmt 
CortacSupplemental Count 
Loan #f{,'lte ,.!!..DO - f'.lo Intere5:t 

Uame 


T<1)ces 
 Phone Lender #. 

F'pdD P,~,ICI 

Status C 051-01Jl
Date '1 2,,1)912005 0411 onoo[: TRA 

Bill Type SF' Event Ot 10.122.'2[104lotal Due :J;70f; ,;:;:;: $70t:.:::3 $'1 .4 '1::: ,tiE: 
Taxability 000 Printed Ot OB..D9i200ST(Ita! P,lid $70E!.;:;:::; $?Oc;.cr3 $1 ,4'j:3,6E: 
Roll TYI)e (: Acres 3.01B.llance $O,ClD :l:UClO $0.00 

" ~smt 

1 F~.ecord(:;) found, ' sfreernan} 04/1 11: 17:29 Ar',~ 

r.?] Fjnd 



_ ,....,~- t " , -< '" ~ , ~. ~ ~,,- " ~> ~ ",,«1 

P7C01D02005 -MegabJ'1J!P,:~.~SJSt~"~~GO~~t;OfCALAVERAS ~, -. ~ 8~ 
File Edit Tax Bill Link Help 

. TG01002005v095.' Malr.' SUI)II Secured (Current) - C,M Apr 21,2010 08:47 am 

A-s of Date Owner 

Dft.VIS l'A.il.RTIt·~ G .il.ND LESLIE K 

Assessment Year 

Values PreviousJyBilied Current Values , lhisBifI 
Land . ..................... , .............. . 31,794 115,000 83,2013 
improvements: 

Structural . ............................ . ·148,375 265,000 116,625 
Growing ...... ........................ . 

Fixed . ................................ . 

Personal Property ......................... . 

Pers. PrOIl. Manufactured Home . ............ . 

Exem,)tions: 

Het Value . ................................. . 180,169 3130,000 199,831 
Interest 

TYI)e From 1 From 2 Thru 

\ tismt AQwners )" ¥.aJues ;., Ta~ Codes 1:,Iaxes APart e.ays f, ~oll. Refunds ;., RiC Ref!,!llds /:, Supllndex / 

'. '~.!~I17: Find j '-•. i ' I 
.. * ! l I 

'Ready. 2005 sfreeman, 04jlDl2006 11: 17:29 ArYl 



Accusatiens 
fly in race 
for assessor 
Davis denies claims that she . 
QQmmit1;<ed property-tax fraud 
.. ," . 

By Joel Metzger when DaviSureh8sed it 
'.07=" ,=";c, ". e.:.;~:;".:... 

Acting. Assessor Leslie Ellis saftflli~it in 2009 
Dlivis participated in a ftaJJP.. Davis' hOuse' was valucp at 
againSt the public, two men ii2i7,OOO,~;hich~was1}ie"~ec: 

Calaveras , lowest of ei ". 8craeenttold the CQlmty qAP,~=.c.~. ~",J~!Jt ~_:.=-:.:, 
Board ofS\.IPe.rvisors Tuesday. properties; the highest hiil1ii!g
navis said the aIlega:n9Q8 ~C!t~ a value Qf $384,000 ano t6~ 

lo~·beiDg~$18?;4ij3'.-~~~ =,~""absolutely bogus.'" , 

Joseph Kelty of Angels. He also claUnf:d ~t ID ~ 
Cfl.ffiP and John Ellis ofA",;ry Davis' home was "one of the 
nanded Qut a packet of infOr.,. very few properties in C~I,l~ 
ffiiition to supervisors that they, County to receive a Prop. 8 
~laim~ waS prOOftbat Davis ' adj~.; .." ,; 

ilad arra.,ged for her hOuse to PrQPosition 8, pasSed byvot~ 
",. 

be flPPralsed at far below IlllU':;: en; in 19?8 as II fanow-uP to' _ 
ket value for tax pUrposes. PrQpp~i~ion i3, which limited 

'Tfi6y ciilled' fot the boam pr~rty Ume$, allows the 
tp olace Davis on adDiiriistra~ Assess;li's QJl'iee to reassess 
tiv~ leave' pending II. full ~es 13with 8. ~ition 
invesijgation. adjuSted~e..y~ 'ViiIiie toot is 

The (locumei)ts. presentee rugber than market value. 
, . " " ~.'" "" -" ...

showed that in 2004 DaviS ~ Responding directly to that
her fmsooni! purc\l8Sei] ii 1,62~ claim, PaviS $.;Ua tllat Wh~ 
square,.iOQt ~~i1room, tWO­ the assessment roll closed in
Mth RimCho Ciilaveias hOuse 200$, there were 5,244 p~;.for $420,000. The property was ties on Proposition 8, adding
a --'ro in 2005 :f6t $38{),OOO,
,ppratS .'. ' - "." .,. that the offiCe lowered even 
which Ellis ~aid was much too more pro~riy appmi&lls 8ft;;;:
itAV \Vhen fuJring into account the roBs Closed. 
how much Davis paid fqf tile 

"That's n?t 'very few,"' Da­house. 'I1Hi :tiffiiSe hat! an anjust­

ed base-year value OJ $173,169 see Assessor. nnfY.o "F. 




Section A, Page I). The Calaveras Enterprise - Friday. April 30. 2010 

-
Assessor 

CfJntinuer! frpm A 1 

vis s~iti, a,giji;ng that it ~~ 
.. lit to-more-ethan 11 pereeilfOf 
the to~ nllfgber Qf pareels in 
Calaveras COUnty_ -', ~~'-' 

At the fuDe tIUi.t she ur­
chaSecf herhOUse,'~ViS ~l(
shew2siiliasSessmeIl:t~ 
~ ancf biidno" a~ 
over anyone in the offi~, 
adiiinghfsheoollgllTttre~piOP:' 
etty _when the ''m8i:'l{et was 
crazy" and WiiBfhappenaItoller 
happtmeP to_ tmriJy other pi:Qple 
ifUriilg that nme-:- '- --, ­

"1 do not have to defend to ttte 
woiIJ-\iihy Tpaid O;;~g/' 'nouS~~'in ttie- neigbbomotld 
DaViS sald. "It was ~ised lJy 
oomegne Wno was abO~~ri1e.,;, 

Davi~ said the $tate"Boam is 
Egual~i'?D is in ~process 
of performing an audit on the 
I-~~r's Office, a surv~ that, 

thfft iill oftne employees ill the 
Assessor's 0ffice had a secret 
deal. Where all the employees 
lied a deal"" Reesman aBkeii 
;'Tb.e thOQght of'thai· ~ 
me siCk 10 my ~mach. Wliit 
that means is that when i'm 
elected, I'm going to ~ve to 
basieally investigate everyone 
In the Office. ;; 

"1f it was intentiQ~8.1 fra1Jil, 
that's remoie amrt nopecffiit 
is not the ~e. That means 
there is a huge pmbleifi--aiiii 
it's a good thing I'm nulning. 
If it's a miStake and one per':' 

is. 

tact that so JJl8f!Y peo­
lS ways to support Jiim 
'"pay,it ~.~ 
:e .iri 1be community. 

occurs every five years. 
"'The fuSt tbiIlg _ aak fOt 

is information on prope:rty 
owned by .ASSesSor·s Of6~ 
statt" Davis ,said."They look 
atthe~"s~. Tbey 
have already done that and 
have not foUnd aiIy impWpii­
ety or have any reason 10 ques-­
tloo it I'm Cb1Qfort8bl~ 1bat tbe 
staff back in 2004 didn't do 
anytniog wtOOg, eVeil thOUgh I 
was not in cbatge at 1bat time." 

As to the suggestion that her 
bouse bOO a lower value than 
m&rt-'oIthe stirroundiDg -~ 
ertie,b Davis sajd that I!llis
tauea'tO take' mtD -accOUnt 'H:mt 
her bOOSe is one ofthe sinallest 

and that there are actually two 
houses~V8)lieo 6elow'hers. 

!~,~d~~~C?f~ 
~ ~~ m~~mentsEms made in the hanOOut 
_!risti Rees~ wh~ i~ 

Co"tact Kate GOt@II 
fr:!ii~enterprise..c:mt. 



Joel Metzger 
-:alaveras County Supervisor 
:riw Call away on Tuesday 
'ended acting Assessor Leslie 
vis against allegations she 
j en~aged in wrongdoing. 
:aliaway, the board's chair­
ma11, addressed allegations 
lUgh! by Joseph K.elly of 
.pperopolis by saying that 
',is' activity in the private sec­

whlle employed by the 
sessor's Office v,'as not a con­
;t ofinterest be~use the work 
s done outside of Calaveras 
umy. She also said that the 
: of the Calaveras Coum.y 
to on Davis' Facebook page 
:s not a conflict, as it is used 
many other Web sites. 

As to allegations brought by 
n Elfu- of Arnold., CaUaway 
I~ the~ate Board ofEgll~1i­

zation is conducting a routine' 
audit of the CalaveraS County 
As:~ess6r~sOffice and' that tli'e 
board would recommend tfuii 
the dispute: centered~'onHle 
value of Davis' honse, be 
turned o\lertothe suit~'audit;;r 
for r~yit~. 

Kelly and Ellis made separate 
presentations to the board at its 
Aptil 27 meeting, each. bringing 
for-ill iii different beef with Davis 
during the pu~lic cQininerii Piri~ 
od. It was incOrrectly reported 
last w~k tfuti the two made a 
joint pr6entntion. 

Ellis said that Davis had 
arranged for her house to be 
appraised at far below market 
value in 2005 Tor tax purposes 

and called for her to be placed 
on aditiiIiistrative leaVe pencf­
ing a fill! inye~ga,!ion. 

The documents he presented 
showed th!i1: Davis ailil her hus­
band purcnaSeO" tJlelr "1,624­
square-foot three-bedtoom, 
tWo:'batJ:! Rancho Calaveras 
home in October 2004 for 
$420,000. The home, Which sits 
on three acres, was appraised in 
January 2005 for ;£380,000, 
which Ellis said was much toO 
low when taking into account 
how much Davis paid for the· 
house and the rapidLy rising 
housing market at the time. 

According to Ellis, the 
appmiS8l waS a dii'eci: violation 
6f'Proposition 'rfari£i Revenue 
arid Taxation Code 110, wtiicli 
he~'srucfciUls lOtthe PUrCnase 
price of the home to be set .itS 
bas~year value. . ' 
Wh~n it ~~WJn.!Q ~ 

Kellv claimed that Davis was in 
vi~~?,.n ~f G,!illf.Q!.l1ia ~riY 

and Taxation Code Section 1365 
when she worlced iri tfie ~vate 
sectOr ~pertorrnmg ~awiimitbnn 
~irtra (:()~ ~~~!~ !!lS()
worldng for the Calaveras 
CoUntv ASsessor's Office as an 
ass~eiiT~ analyst.' 

Section 1365 states that: 
''The cOtiD.ty assessor aha the 
empl~ees of the Assessor~s 
Office sliall iiol ~e in any 
gainful profession, trade,busi­
ness or occupation whatSoever 
for any perSon, fum. or C91po­
"ratiOn, ~r be so engaged in !h~ir 
oWb behalf: whioh profeSSiOn, 
t.J:1@~, 1jliS~~ ~r occij~on is 
ineompatibleor involves a 
C()n:tlICi'ofiIlt~J"tISt with .th~if 
duties ·as . officers and· employ­
eeS ofthe ~QUnty:' . 

A conflict is described as 

~g ~~r~P1lgg4S 

I~' 

~ 

~ 
'< 
.;.J 
1\:1 o.... 
o
• 

Assessor 

continued from A 1 

receipt of compensation or 
gifts from private persons or 
:firms for advice or other serv­
ices relating to the taxation or 
assessment of property. 

Iffue Boafll ofSupervisors or 
the Atttimey Gt;menil find that a 
member ofthe Assessor's Office 
has violated any Of the afore­
menticiiibd provisions, is 
grounds for dismissal, accordi!!g
to the section. 

Kelly said Davis violated tbe 
provision in 2004 when her 
griv!l.te and public occupations 
overlapped. 

"The assessor should have 
frrcci hcr," he said. 

He also said that she used 
the Calaveras Cpunty logo on 
her campaign Facebook page 
without authorization, adding 
that it gives the appearance of 
an endorsement by the county. 

Davis adamantly denied 
any wrongdoing and said the 
accusations made by both men 
are "bogus." 

She said that in 2004 she had 

absolutely no authority over 
anyone itt the Asse$sor's Office 
and did not influence the 
appraisal of her property. 

She also said that the state 
Boam is Equi;ilizationis°jri 'llie 
process performing an audit on 
the Assessor's 'Uffice;"Wliich 
occurs every five years. 

"The first thmg they asl~ fur is 
inf0TIruition 011 J>ro~rty OWIl_e:d 
by' Assessor's' o'ffice staff," 
Davis said." They look at the 
a.c;seSSo!"s propertY. they have 
already done that and have not 
fouricrariy·· improprletyorhave 
any reason to question it I'm 
co;mortable that' the· staff back 
in 2004 didn't do anything 
wrong, even fliough 1 wa<;no1 iiI 
cl.uirge at that time." 

rn response to Kelly, she said 
that h~r private aj:pr?i~al bW;i­
ness in Contrd Cosin County 
had not comjJl~tely clQs(!d whe~ 
she began working for 
Calaveras COlmty an9 that she 
"wrapped things up" on her mNn 
time, which consisted of w~k­
ends and evenings ... 

"Th~~ ~as ney~r ~y gues;­
tion that what] was doing was 
i.(lt~rf~ring with fil.y job," Davis 
said. "Nothing about it was for 

Calaveras Connty property, 
which would have been a bla­
tant conflict of intereSt " 

"My reading of' the law 
(13~5) i~ t~~t.it ~~~~f1't mj!~ 
ter if you are in Timbuktu," 
l;~llY ~!lid. "1l1.~ 1,!I~ is R~ijy 
specific." 

County Counsel Jim Jones 
saia that based on his tinder­
standing of tb.e issue, it did oot 
appear that Davis' actions con­
stituted a confiiGt of interest. 

''I'm not llware of a prohibI­
tion against people doing 
appraisals outside the countY:" 
he said. "Ifyou are perfonn.iDg 
your work duties in a.responsi" 
ble way in the jUdgment of 
your supervisor, then it's rea­
sonable to conclude that there 
is no interference or conflict." 

Jones suggested that the 
state Board ofEqualization arid 
the FairPoliticaJ· Practices 
.Committee be consulted about 
the allegationS.' ., 

The FPPC sj,Jid 1h!lt it <::PJJId 
not comment on a situation that 
ha$ a~QY o~~~ ans;! the 
stat(': Board ofEqualization has 
failed to proyide an opinion on 

·the issue despite several calls. 

Davis said last week that.she 
believed ne'r eTecnoriopponeii't, 
Kristi Reesman, was behind 
tfie'al1egationsbrought by' Ellis 
and Kelly, which was denied 
bY1<:lli~;iri a letter to the editor 
ptiIlt~ t~r­

. "For the ret:0~' Jl?e Kelly's 
~~ lIlY ~JI~!!~m ~ IlQt t4s: 
same and were not coordinat~ 

~g;" ~~lis ~t~ arl!Hm~ ~~t t4~ 
allegations had nothing to do 
with Reesnum's 2010 candida­
cy "ruid~veiYthU;i 't~ 'do"~ 
:g~y!~' ~b~~Q!l t9 h()ld a pq~,:: 
tion 'pf public trust. 

District 5 Supervisor Russ 
Thomas sain that after reading 
the documents handed out by 
Ellis and Kelly, he felt Davis 
had done nothing wrong. 

ttl have obServed the per­
fonnaaee of our acting asses­
sor, Leslie Davis,dlliing the 
last five years, 00th before and 
after she got that·desigmiti()u, 
and I have the llbnost respect 
for "ner performance, her 
knowledge of the law and her 
integrity,~'Thomas said. 

Contact Joel Metzger atjmet­
zger@cakrverasenterprise.com. 

azi& 

mailto:zger@cakrverasenterprise.com
http:griv!l.te
http:cOtiD.ty


OFFICE OF COUNTY COUNSEL COUNTY OF CALAVERAS 

[)ul'ie{ E. Sirius. A:,sis/WII ('011111,1' ('ouns(!{.Iunle." C .Ttme!!' 
.Jallis.1. Ellio/l . .4,..si:;lolII (·olllll.!' ('rwmw{CtnlnO' (·(JlI1l.'.el 

.Julie L. Moss-Lewis. IkplIlr ( 'mm/I' ('O/lI/sc!l 

May 14.2010 

Alan D. Ilamihon 
116 South Stewart Slreet 
Sonora. CA 95370 

Re: Puhlic Recoflb Request 

Dear Mr. Ilamilton: 

This leller shall constitute the County Of Calaveras' fonnal response to your Public Records 
Rcquest dated May 5, 2010. We respond to each individual request as follows: 

I. Copies o(any and all applic:a/ion.I'.for equalization submitted 10 the Calaveras ('minty 

!.(lea/Board ofEqualizalion pursuant to California Revenue & Taxation Code § /n03 with 

1'espect/o APN 070-()O/-()ON/;'om October 22. 200.f. to Ihe presenl. 


The County Clerk is custodian of all the assessment appeal applications. There have been no 

applications regarding this particular parcel and therefore no documents responsive to your 

rCLJucsL 

I (·opie.\' oran), and ail wrillen :ilipulations signed by 'he Calaveras County As.w.!s.\'or andlor 
the ClIlo\'(!ru.Y {'mmly ('Ollnse! and the owner qfAPN 070-00J-008 or the owner'." authorized 
ugent Wi to IheJilii va/lI1! and assessed value assigned to such parcel. 

There arc no wriuen stipUlations regarding this parcel and therefore no documents responsive to 
your request. 

3. COIJicJ Olllll Jocuments comprising or reflecting corrections made to the Jelerminlliion 
of/he hase year value.!i". APN ()7()-OO/-()08, pursuant 10 Ca/ifi)rnia Revenue & Taxation Code 
.," 51.5.pam Octoher 22. 200..f 10 the present 

There have been no corrections to the base year value for this parcel and therefore no documents 
responsive to your request. 

http:JlI1l.'.el
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4. ( 'opies (?lall evidence used by the Calaveras County Assessor and/or the CaJavera.\· 
County Local Board o.(Equalization to justffy any reduction ofthe base year value C?fAPN 
07{)-(}()/ -(){)Xfroffl i/s purchase price. 

There have been no reductions to the base year value for this parcel and therefore no documents 
responsivc to this request. 

There arc documents that were used to establish the base year value for this parcel including but 
not limited to. the Preliminary Change of Ownership Report. However, these documents are 
exempt from production under Government Code §§6254(k), 6278 and 6276.04, as well as 
Revenue and Taxation Code §408(a)(b)(d) and (e) and §481 as these documents do not relate to 
your client's property but to the property or business affairs of another. See also Assessor's 
Ilandbook Section 201., p 45. Therefore we cannot comply with your request. 

5. Copies (~lall documents comprising or reflecting any prior inquiry made by any person 
or enlity Wi to any reduction in the base year value and/or assessed value ofAPN 070-00}-OO!? 
from Octoher 22. 2004 to the present. 

There has been no reduction in the base year value for this parcel and the only prior inquiries 
regarding a reduction in base year value for this parcel were made by your client and by Mr. Joe 
Kelly in comments made and documents submitted during the April 27, 20 I 0 and May 11, 
2010 Board of Supervisors meetings. If you would like a copy ofany of these documents, 

please let us know but we assume unless notified otherwise that you are not looking for these 
documents. There are no other documents responsive to that portion ofyour request. 

There have been California Proposition 8 reductions in assessed value for this parceL The only 
prior inquiries regarding a reduction in assessed value for this parcel also came from your client 
and Mr. Joe Kelly as noted above and we again assume unless notified otherwise that you are 
not looking \0 these documents. 

Ir this request is reierring to any application or request for a California Proposition 8 reduction 
in assessed value. please see the response to paragraph number 8 below. 

6. ('opie.\" (?fall documents comprising or reflecting the results ofany investigation by any 
Calaveras County agency into the question o/the assessed value QfAPN 070-001-008/rom 
Octo her 22. 2()()./ [0 the present. 

No such documents exist and therefore no documents are responsive to your request. 
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7. Copies (~"any and all applicationsfor reduction in the assessed value ofAPN 070-001-008 
./i'om OclOher 22, 200'; to the present due a decline in market value. 

No such documents exist and therefore no documents are responsive to your request. 

8. Copies (?fany and all documents comprising or reflecting assessor- initiated reductions in 
the £lsses.',ed value ofAPN 070-001-008 from October 22. 2004 to the present due 10 a decline in 
market value. . 

The Assessor maintains internal codes termed "taxability codes" to describe parcels in the 
County. A list oftbose taxability codes is included in this response as a courtesy to you. Please 
note that taxability code 800 identifies parcels for which a reduction in value has been 
identilicd due to the applicability ofProposition 8. The Assessor also maintains codes for 
geographical areas of the county and can produ~e reports that identify parcels that have been 
subjccllo a Proposition 8 assessed value reduction, as well as identifying parcels with that 
reduction in a geographical area, such as a particular subdivision. The Assessor does not keep 
tbese reports in the nonnal scope of business but can generate a report upon request and 
payment of the costs to produce this report. Because this parcel received a Proposition 8 
reduction in assessed value, tbis property would be identified in a report for the first year in 
which the reduction was made as well as every tax year thereafter as required by law. If you 
would like the Assessor to generate a report. please provide us more information as to what 
you would like that report to identify so that we can estimate the costs of producing the report. 

Additionally, there are documents responsive to this request that include comparable sales data 
lor 2008 and 2009, However, these documents are exempt from production under Government 
Code §§6254(k), 6278 and 6276.04, as well as Revenue and Taxation Code §408(a)(b)(d) and 
(c) as these documents do not relate to your client's property but to the property or business 
atlairs of another. See also Assessor's Handbook Section 201., p 45. Therefore we cannot 
compiy with this portion of your request. 

9. ('opies ofthe Calaveras County Local Board ofEqualization agenda and minutes ofany 
hearing or meeling concerning the assessed value ojAPN 070-001-008jrom October 22.200410 
I he present. 

The County Clerk is custodian of agendas and minutes for assessment appeal applications but 
there have been no applications regarding this particular parcel and therefore there are no 
documents responsive to your request. 

10. Copies (~rall employment policy manuals or handbooks. including all versions thereof, 

governing employees ofthe Calaveras County Assessor's Office with respect 10 their obligation 
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10 avoid conf/icls (?f inlerest as set forth in California Revenue & Taxation Code § 1365, in effect 
al any lime during the periodfrom January 1, 199810 the present. 

The documents that would be responsive are the Assessor's Office Code of Ethics dated 01187 
(3 pages) and the County's code of ethics (3 pages). See time frame and conditions of 
production below. 

11. The lola! numher (?fapplications received by the Calaveras County Assessor/or 
introduction in assessed value due to a decline in market value, pursuant to the provisions (?f 
('a/[jiJrnia Proposition 8 or otherwise, for each calendar yearfrom 2004 10 the present. 

The Assessor maintains internal codes tenned "taxability codes" to describe parcels in the 
County. A list of those taxability codes is included in this response as a courtesy to you. Please 
note that taxability code 800 identifies parcels for which a reduction in value has been identified 
due to the applicability of Proposition 8. There are other taxability codes on this list that may be 
responsive to that portion of your request that refers to "or otherwise". The Assessor also 
maintains codes for geographical areas of the county and can produce reports that identify parcels 
that have been subject to a Proposition 8 assessed value reduction, as well as identifying parcels 
with that reduction in a geographical area, such as a particular subdivision. The Assessor does 
not keep these reports in the normal scope of business but can generate a report upon request and 
payment of the costs to produce this report. If you would like the Assessor to generate a report, 
please provide us more information as to what you would like that report to identify so that we 
can estimate the costs of producing the report. 

Additionally, applications received are kept on file by the County Clerk, and you are free to 
inspect them during normal business hours. There is no existing document that has tabulated the 
number of those applications. 

12. The lOla! number ofassessor's parcels in Calaveras Countyfor which the assessed value 
WlJ,I' reduced due 10 a decline in markel value, pursuant 10 the provisions ofCaL~fornia 
Proposilion X or olherwise, for each calendar year }rom 2004 10 the present. 

Sec response to paragraph number 11. 

In summary, we have identified at least 6 pages of documents we know are responsive to your 
request. If you would like a copy of these documents, the first three pages are free; each 
additional page thereafter is $0.50. Securing the documents will only involve a nominal amount 
of'time so we will waive all fees other than copy costs for these documents under Government 
Code 954985 and County Ordinance 2909. If you would like these documents mailed to you, 
please provide a check in the amount of $1.50 made payable to Calaveras County, Office of 
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Counsel and we sha11 mail the requested documents. In the alternative, if you wish to physically 
inspect these documents that are not exempt from production, please call Patti Athenian at (209) 
754-6314. and she will make arrangements for inspection during mutually agreed upon normal 
business hours. 

We look forward to more infonnation regarding the additional documents you may be seeking as 
set forth above. As soon as we hear from you whether you would like us to generate these 
additional documents and the scope of the documents you are looking for, we can provide you an 
~stimalc of the cost and the amount of time required to generate the documents. Please be 
advised that geographical limitations to your request will greatly reduce the cost and amount of 
time to produce the documents. 

vcry truly yours, 

JAMES C. JONES 
COUNTY COUNSE 

/--­
./ 

Assistant County Counsel 

DES/smt 

Enclosure 
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Taxability 
Code Deser 

Is Transfer 
To TaxRoll 

Non 
Taxable 

Is Apply 
Inflation Status DTS User ID 

000 NORMAL OWNERSHIP 
001 BUSINESS OWNERSHIP 
002 ZERO VALUE PROPERTY 
003 NON TAXABLE PROPERTY 
004 NON TAXABLE GOVERNMENT OWNED 
005 NON·PRODUCING MINERAL RIGHTS 
030 LOW VALUE EXEMPTION 
031 LOW VALUE EXEMPTION BUSINESS 
032 LOW VALUE EXEMPTION BOAT 
036 LOW VALUE CONTIGUOUS PARCEL 
040 ASSESSED BY S.B.E 
050 AG PRESERVE 
051 AG PRESERVE DBA 
054 GOVERNMENT OWNED COVERED UNl 
060 TAX POSTPONED PROPERTY 
061 TAX POSTPONED PROP WIBUS1NESS 
070 COMMON AREA 
071 COMMON AREA W/BUSINESS 
090 RIGHT-OF·WAY 
150 AG PRES NON-RENEWAL 
151 AG PRES BUSINESS NON-RENEWAL 
158 AG PRES Decline in Value NON-RENEW 
200 TAXABLE PUBLICLY OWNED LAND 
201 TAXABLE PLlBLlCLY OWNED WIBUS 
203 CONSERVATION EASEMENT NON TAX 
230 TAXABLE PUBLICLY OWNED LOW VAL 
250 CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
300 CONSERVATION EASEMENT NORMAL 
303 CONSERVATION EASEMENT NON TAX 
350 UNDERLYING FEE SUBJECT TO CONS 
600 TIMBER PRODUCTION ZONE 
601 TIMBER PRODUCTION ZONE W/BUSINi 
630 LOW VALUE TIMBER PRODUCTION ZO 
740 P.L ANNUAL REVIEW 
741 PI WIBUSINESS ANNUAL REVIEW 
760 P.L LEASE MORE THAN YEAR 
761 P.L W/BUS LEASE MORE THAN YR 
800 Decline in Value Reduction 
B01 Decline mValue WIBUSINESS 
850 Decline in Value with CLCA Contract 
851 DeCline in Value with CLCA Contract W/S, 
860 Declme in Value with Postponement 
880 CALAMITY/ANNUAL REVIEW 
901 LEASING CO'S 
920 NOT LOW VALUE EXEMPT 
921 NOT LOW VALUE EXEMPT W/BUSINES 
990 VARIOUS 

True 
True 
True 

True 
True 
True 

True 
True 

True 
True 

True 
True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
True 
True 

True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
True 

True 
True 

True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
True 
False 
True 
False 

True 
True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 

True 
False 

False 

False 

False 
False 

True 

True 
True 

True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
True 
False 

True 

True 

True 

A 
A 

A 
A 
A 

A 

A 

A 
A 

A 

A 

A 
A 

A 

A 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

A 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 
A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 
A 
A 

A 

A 
A 

A 
A 

A 
A 

A 

A 
A 

A 

A 

A 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV02B :3 
01/0912001 GretchellM 

03101/1999 selzig 

1010312000 Gmtch91lM 

1010612000 GretchenM 

1011012000 GretchenM 

0610612003 LDurham 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
1012911998 CNV028 :3 
05/1412002 DCannon 
10129/1998 CNV02B :3 

10129/1998 CNV02B :3 
1012911998 CNV02B :3 
10129/1998 CNV025 :3 
1012911996 CNV025 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

1012911998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

12101/1999 sjames 

0512712004 Idurham 

0412512003 LDurl'lam 

0612012001 SJames 

06/14/2004 Idurham 

06/1412004 Idurham 

0611412004 Idurham 

10129/1998 CNV026 :3 

0612912004 deannan 
0611712003 LDurham 

1012911998 CNV02B :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
10129/1998 CNV02B :3 
1012911998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1996 CNV02B :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 

10129/1998 CNV028 :3 
0611312006 cannond 
06/1312006 cannond 

1012911998 CNV028 :3 

lesliedaVIS 
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Taxability Is Transfer Non Is Apply 
Code Oeser To TaxRolI Taxable Inflation Status DTS User 10 

Total 1# of codes 47 
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GC §87100. "No public official at any. level of state or local government shall 
make. participate in making or in any way attempt to use his official position to 
influence a govemmental decision in which he knows or has reason to know he 
has a financial interest." 

Taking no action can influence a governmental decision. 

Davis was a county employee in the assessor's office when she bought her 
property. 

Davis knows she paid $420,000 for her property, this is confirmed by her 
recorded Grant Deed Document Transfer Tax which by county code is based 
upon the purchase price of the real estate only. 

Davis knows that she bought her property in 2004, when the real estate market 
was at the beginning of the largest market value increase in our history . 

. Davis knows her base year value assessment is $380,000, $40,000 less than her 
purchase price. 

Davis is now is the chief property tax enforcement officer of this county. 

EVIDENCE CODE §664. "It is presumed that official duty has been regularly 
performed ... " 

R&T §11 O. (a) "full cash value" or "fair market value" means the amount of cash 
or its equivalent that property would bring if exposed for sale in the open 
market". 

R&T §11 O. (b) tells you, Davis, the assessor and every taxpayer in this state 
"For purposes of determining the "full cash value" or "fair market value" of real 
property ... being appraised upon a purchase, "full cash value" or lIfair market 
value" is the purchase price paid in the transaction unless it is established by a 
preponderance of the evidence that the real property would not have transferred 
for that purchase price in an open market transaction. 

Davis knows that when she bought her property she had a Realtor/Broker 
representing her and that the seller had a Realtor/Broker representing the seller. 

Davis's knows her real property purchase was an open market transaction. 

Davis knows the Revenue Taxation Code does not allow the assessor to 
establish fair market value; the open market establishes fair market value. 

Davis knows her real property purchase established fair market value. 



Davis knows this is the essence of prop 13. 

County Counsel has confirmed Davis never filed an application for equalization 
and that no stipulation to reduce her base year value exists between the 
assessor and Davis. 

The public recorded clearly shows that Davis, a county employee has committed 
Tax Fraud. 

Davis. the chief property tax enforcement officer of this county failure to admit to 
the above facts of public record is an act of deceit against the public. 

GOVERNMENT CODE §25303. "The board of supervisors shall supervise the 
official conduct of all county officers, ... and particularly insofar as the functions 
and duties of such county officers ... relate to the assessing. collecting. 
safekeeping, management, or disbursement of public funds." 

This Board has a duty to act upon these facts and the law now. 

Davis needs to be put on immediate administrative leave pending a full 
investigation. 

This Board did not support Trinitas because Trinitas did not follow the rules and 
this county does not need another Stephaney Moreno incident. 



First I call upon Supervisor Russ Thomas to publicly disclose if Leslie K. Davis 
and Randy Metzger worked in his election campaign in 2006. The public 
deserves to know the answer to this question in light of this issue that J have 
brought before this board. 

On January 6, 2009, I came before this board during public comments and stated 
that county employee in the assessor's office; Leslie K. Davis is unprofessional, 
vindictive, insubordinate, defiant and dishonest. 

I asked this board not to appoint Davis Assessor, replacing retired Assessor 
Randy Metzger. 

A year and a half later, on April 27, 2010, during public comments, I submitted 
evidence of public record that Leslie K. Davis, acting Calaveras County 
Assessor, purchased her residence through a realtor in an open market 
transaction for the full cash value of $420,000, that her base year value is 
$380,000, which is $40,000 less than the full cash value, at a time when real 
estate market values were experiencing the largest increase in our history. 

Because of this, Davis receives every year, 2005 to present, a $40,000 property 
tax assessment discount in addition to her prop 8 reductions. 

Per Davis's public comments, three local newspapers interviewed her about my 
allegations on the day I made those allegations. 

The day after, on April 28, 2010, Dana Nichols of the Stockton Record reported 
"Davis said she and her husband probably paid too much for the house." I will 
call this story "A". 

On May 18, 2010, during public comments, Davis introduced story "B". That the 
$40,000 discount was attributed to personal property. 

Ms. Davis, which is it, story HA" or story "B"? 

These public comments by Davis were designed to influence this board and the 
taxpayers of this county on a property tax matter in which she has a financial and 
occupational interest. 

Today I submit the Declaration of Aaron Alan Unger into the public record. 

(Read Declaration) 

This declaration directly contradicts public representations made by Davis as to 
personal property and the open market transaction. 

This begs the question, is Davis ethical or honest? 



DECLARA,TION OF AARON ALAN UNGER 

1. ,",aron Alan Unger. declare as follows: 

l. J am a lictnsc::d real estate broker in the State of Califomi a, lict'll:;e 

No, 0 [212784" I have been licensed us a broker since J998, 1curreolly do busine~::; und~r 

the name Simplified ReaJty'. the main office ofw'hich is located at 5450 Pirrone Road in 

Salida. 1 have personal knowledge of the m::nters stated in this Declaration. 

') 1 \vas the listing broker for Frederick and Pa.ula Dunbar in connection 

,;vith their sale of U1C real prbpertyat  in 

2004, The property vias listed on the Multiple Li-sting Service on AugUst 2, 2004, for the 

astingprice of S479,950. 

3. Ina transaction thatcLosedonor about October 13, 1004,rhe prop­

erty was purchased -by j\,11nrtrn G. Davis and leslieK. Davis for the pnce of $420,QOO. That 

agreed price :.vusreached through arms-length negotiations between the parries, and in my 

opiTlioD,ir represented the fair market value ofthe reat prOpeT!:y at the time ofpurebase. 

4. There \\'as no significant personal property tncLuded in the $420,00 

purch'ase price paid In this transaclion. llle only personal property that \vas so included \vas 

a llsed, abovt:-grouHdhot tub. \vhich my client;; [efr at the property because, to them. it. bad 

no value. 

I declare under pennlty 01: perjury' tmder the laws of the State 01' Cali romi;] 

that tbe iOl'egoing is true and correcl and lha~ this Decl.aration was executed 011 i\.lay 24. 

2010 m Salid<l, Cati[omiil, 

Aaron Alan Unger 
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AP.N. 070·001-DOB 
GRANT DEED 

THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S) DECLARE(S) 
City Transfer Tax is $.00 
County Transfer Tax is $462.00 

(X) Computed on the full consideration Dr value of property conveyed 
OR 

( ) Computed on the full consideration or value less liens or encumbrances remaining at time of safe 
(X) Unincorporated Area, and 

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 

Frederick Dunbar and Paula Dunbar, husband and wife 


hereby GRANT(S) 10 

Martin G. Davis-and Leslie K. Davis, husband and wife, as Community Property with right of survivorship 


the real property in the Unincorporated Area, Count.y of CalaVeras, State oi California, described as: 

Lot 8 of Rancho Calaveras, Tract No. 170, as shown on the Official Map thereof, filed for record January 23, 1967 In 


Book 2 of Subdivision Maps, Calaveras County Records. 


MAIL TAX STATEMENTS AS DIRECTED ABOVE 



As of Date 

Current Secured - A,B,S 
Owner 

D,!'..\/IS t·A.!l,F;TIt'~ (j ,e..I'·JD LESLIE I{ 

i~_lfViiilrn_ffl$JI M;1ti"GiLf2tID1i.D1.'iWQ1J_U 
Umrf ........... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '115,000 '115.000 

Impro\/emenls: 

Structural ..... , ....................... . 
 265,DOO 265.000 
Growin!;.J .......•............•.....•..•. 

Fixed ........ , , ................ , .. , ..•• 

Personai Property. , ... , .... o •• , ., ••••••••• ' 

Pers. Prop. Manufactured Hom{~ ............. , 


Exemptions: 


llet Value.. , ........... , ... '" ............•.. 


In1erest 


Type from 1 from 2 Thru 


r-_"?:.· F.·I,old I ff.!iI i ~ i 
-. I j ~ f Jii1tJ 

sfreem,:lfI, 04,1 10,12006 11: 17:20 M','1 



L.1nd ..................................... . '100,000 100.000 
Improvements: 

Stru<::tur.11 ....................••........ ' 
 '1 ;34 ,DOD 1,;;4,000 

Growing .......................•....•.. : 

Fixed ........................•......... ' 

Per~(.n',11 Property ......................... . 


Pf.;[::'. Pre/p. fv1;1nuf'lc1urecj Home ......•.....•. 

Exemptions: 

7,000 7,000 

Het Value........................••...•..... 277,000 277,000 

'Interest 

Type from 1 From 2 Thrll 

http:Stru<::tur.11
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PROPERTY AND SPECIAl TAXES aePl\RTM~NT 

BILL lEONARD
450 NSTREET. SACRAMEi-fI"O. cAUF~1A ,'," s_~~ 

PO BOX 942879.sACRAMENTQi~rfo~!A 94~ 
MICHELLE STEEL

916445-4982 • FAX 916 323-8765 Thin! DisI11ct. Rolling Hills E5IIl1Gt 
www.boe.ca.gov ' 

JUDY CHU, Pfl.D, 
Fourth Dislrld. LOs AnoetesOctober 22,2008 

JOHNCHIRNG 
SIIite CmIIroUer 

IWIPN J, l:Ilf'~!t;> 
~Di;"dOf 

No. 2008/058 

TO COUNTY ASSESSQRS; 

EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES­

PROCIID.I..IRESEORMAINIAlNlN6 THE 1NfE6RIT¥ OF 

ASSESSMENTSOFEMPi()YEE;.oWNBJj·PROP~RTIEg 

, ­

•Recently, we announced that staff of the Property and Special Taxes Department, 
County"AsseSse~ Pi-o~rt1~ Bivi~ien, wawd begin oondueting P-mpetty Tax Tapie Studies. Eaeh 
study will document good assesSment practices with an aUii towlir9 'promotiijg administrative 
efficiencies throl,UmOllt ~he (lS~ssm~nt community. Occasion~llY, Wtt wiJl (H~i~ 
"mini·40pics" regarding ~~,~~~ment pfo.@~ or ~~ces ~~ a topic that does not' warrant a 
complete study. This letmr publishes the fifSt of the mini~topics:-.:.Ph.icediires-JoT Mllintllining 
the IntegritY ofAssessmenlS 0/Employee-Owned hopenies. 

One of the fundamental duties of a county assessor is to esmblish th~ fair market value of 
prQperi)t, I@d eiii'Qll lli~ vlllll~ SQ t~~ ttte ~unt)r ~ coUectthe appropriate property tax,' An 
intricate part of that duty involves processing assessments-tor' property owned by cmmty staff 
and ensuring that the integrity of tbe process is maintained. While CQndu_ reseWch on 
another project, Board staff became {lWare pf pro~~ Mc?pteCl 5y one C8lifomia ClOWlty 

assessor to ensure. that ~triployee-()wned ,pro.~m~ ~ ~IY~~~ anit \V~~ Ilpp1't)prlate. 
~ses~ec;l~ We beH~ye~! these pr.~ures are noteworthy and provide theIifor consideration by 
other county assessors; these procedures would be appropriate for any size county. 

The issue of preventing ~onfli¢ts of interestS in assessors' offices bas been statutorily addressed 
sevetal times. Initially, as a r~ult oftil~ pm~ b1X a~~~~~i upheavals in the 1960!s, AB86 
ad#d ~VetlU¢ and Taxation Code section 672 to require th8t certlfie~fenipk)yees revealiheir 
financial jnterest~dleldiricorporations. Additionally, AB 80 added section 1365 to prohibit the 
county assessor and hislher employees from engaging in ~JPYn.erntiye e.mp!«:tYm~ tll~ would 
involve a conflict of intereSt \.vith their official activities. In 1974, all county assessors' offices 
became subject to tl1~ pl'()visions of tll~ P.()litieal Refttf'!ll Act af 1914 whereby designated 
el1lplgy~s Il1U~ ~l1~l1y file a Statement of EcOnomIC Interests (Form 700) to report various 
holdings Oftil~ emp}Qyee. 

While the FOnD 700 will make county assessors aware of some holding of th¢jf employees, the 
Fonn 700 should not be solely relied on as a procedure to ensure that assessment tran~tioflS 
involving employee~owned prQ~rties are properly trac~~~Oci.unented. There are two reasons 
for this: ' '-, , 

http:www.boe.ca.gov
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1. 	 The Form 100 is not filed by all employees in a county assessor;s offiGe. 

~ 	 Tnc Form 700 does not require reporting of all property owned by an employee that is 
subject to prope~ taxation within a county (for example., boats or airplaneS). 

The wrQG)~J.I~s for lfa~kiJ1g/d()CUIn~nting employee..owned pm~rti~~ ""~ ~9,!; ~ l~gthy n(jr 
cmnpli~§@> QP'! !h~ ~hQ!!I~ ~ ~~.e~l<:ji:i~!Y ~~h.ereti t? at ~II times. llle procedures adopted by 
a county should: . . 

t! 9lear1y define the county's policies and procedures 

#! E~plish empJoYees' responsibilities 


!> Crea~ ~ file 9r U!>l;ing Qf glJ ~mplQy~-~~§i PI'C.)~~~ within the CO~~ 

.. Con!Jlin weB-defnied review procedures 

• 	 A.courately track am:! document ail evellts with potential assessment itqplications 

- - --. ~ .. " ..:., . - " ,. , . "~.-.-

In the procedures outlined below, we u~ a j:yQi~1 division name ~d emploYee titl~s for 
Hlustration purposes that are J:ec.Qgn~able in mQ~ gQynty ~~~~~§~I (tffi~; 

tl 	 Qevl;llop a forin f9f cP@ty ~ploye~ t.~ dO'?~~!lt their ownership of personal and real 
property within the countr tilat is s~bje,et to pro~ ~tian. A siimpi~ fami is enclosed. 
The form S~Olild beu~ed: . . .. ... " ·_c·.u.. . 

o 	 Upon initial employm,~t wi~ the eeunty. Include th~ rtlffll ill ¥GUr new..emplo;v.ee 
pac~~ ofrmiterialS. ..... . 

o 	 To keep current records of empi()yee-owned properties. At a minimum, the ferm 
shouid be filed apnually by all employees. Since assessment eltents occur 
throughout a year, .i' isrecommended'thit the form be ~mpleted twice a year so 
that appropriate assessment actions can be cQtnpleted tilJle~y. 

" 	 The Assessment Standards Division Manager (ASDM) is re~ponsible for ensuring that aU 
empioyees file th~ £orin tim~ly.. The ASDM provides staff with the filing form and a 
semiannual reminder that the form must be ret.urUed within 30 l!ClY~. Th.~ employee is 
instructed that the form must be returned to the ASDM via me erfiplqyee's s~p~rvisot. 

" 	 Supervisors are responsible for ensuring that their employees are in compliance with the 
filing requjrell1~tlts. Etilploy~ are reSponsible for accurately oompieting the form and 
documenting all "events" regarding the property(ies). "Events" woul(i incliiQe a change in 
ownership or control, issuance of a building periliit, new collStrucdoI1, d~line in value 
(PrQRQsitiQn 8) revj~w, etc. 	 . .... ... . .... 
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• 	 The ASDM will maintain erqplqyee fi\¥s in a se~ ~in~ ill !i!!? A~~~! S!JUl~s 
Division. 

It The ASDM, or designee, is responsible fQl' app~ising all employ~ assessable events in a 
timely manner. If tlle tffipn.isai is dOne by a d~si~; the ASOW re¥iews and signs the 
appraisal worksh~~validates--1:he value methodology, arid' ensures proPer enrollment. All 

tf~&tians shauld be Glearl~ documented. 

• 	 The Assistant Assessor determines wbo will aPprai~ ~~Je Pfu~rty ~vm~s iiJvolving 
the ASDM. The AssesSor or Assistant Assessor will resplve anY qQmtiess in ~~jhHitY. 

• 	 The ASDM is responsible for the preparation ano presentatipn of !he ~r~ PQsijiQfi ill 
TI::~nse to ali ~sessment appeals filed by ~mpl{)ye:es Of their tainilij;S. ~~~f "m ~fJt 
~tipl1!!~ ~ v~\!i~ QIi !p~!~ fil~ try ~ ~mp!()yee or their fatoilleS. All adjustments to an 
appeal~proPerty value must be -determined 'throUgh-thi;- Hearing' pfuCess- DY ffi~=Assessment 
ApPeals Board. 

The foregoing procedures and the enclosed forin MC tiffiii'ed as ~ miJa~ to asSist cO~iitY ~~ssors 
in establishing procedures relative to the ~ssment of elllpIQY~~ m~rn~. We 
En~~e ~l1!!~~ to e.~~~ t~at g~ procedures are in place that will preclude improprieties, 
or even tlJl; app~ce C1fim~Prieii~s.' c_,=.~" -,=- -,- - ,- c -,-, ...,., , 

If you have questions regarding these procedures or would like an electronic copy of the sample 
reporting form, please contact Ms. Sherrie Kinkle at sherrie.kinkje@bQ~~c.5t..:gov Of at 
916-3~7-fn!· 

Is/David J. Gau 

DavidJ. Gau 
f;}eputy Director 
PrQ~ artq S~!lil rllX~ ~~rtm~tlt 

DJG:sk 
Enclosure 

mailto:sherrie.kinkje@bQ~~c.5t


_________________________________________ _ 

EMPLOYEE PROPERTY ACTIVITY Rt:PORT 

INB-TRUC'fIGNS: 

Complete 1M BeclIons that aPfl/Y 10 your p1'OI./8rty. 

Subm1fthe rompJ8tfitfform to A.ii99ssment Standards. 


~MPLOYEE NAME 

n I have rio property interests in tnis cOuntY. 

o Reel and personal ptaperty owned. Pares!, Assessment Number, or Situs ~dd~ (en~Qf!I!Jiiwer~r!!!! !!!!!i?~r fEr §t!?r ai~ft): 

--~..-------­

~nt chiinge in own~hip. ~~d~: 

Parcel; ASSessment Nui'Y'll)Etr. or SItUs AdtJrest;:
(EriferCFnumfHtror tafT itif~rf(frl1liBt or81rc:rait'-;:.)-==-:---:-==-------------------~-----
~~tionma~: 

Initial ownership interest % 

Interest acquired: % 

Total ownership interest: _._ % 

Recent neW Construction or Alteration. 


Parcel, ASSesSment Nurrioer, OF Slttis Address.: 

(Enter OF nfiinber orm/f nuiii~rTijrlidB! ::~~.=:...--;----::-:c-~._=_:::_------------------.-----

I:les~()n of ~~~: 

Permit issue date: ____. COIl~ction start date: _____ 

El R'eoeiu request foT Prop~ltitln 8 Beeline in Value Je\/iew. 

Assessor's Parcel Number or Situs Address: 

... 
SOPERV1SORSIGNATURE-­



Calaveras County Assessor's Office 

Leslie K. Davis 
Acting Assessor 

May21,2010 

KELLY JOSEPH C & SHARON K TRUSTEES 

Dear Property Owner: 

We are trying to identify ovmers who have not taken advantage of the Homeovmer's 
Property Tax Exemption. The Homeovmers' Exemption allows the Assessor to deduct up 
to $7,000 from your assessed value. You may qualify for the property tax exemption. You 
are receiving this letter because it appears that your mailing address matches your property 
or it is linked to the property in another government database. 

In order to qualify for the exemption, you must occupy the property as your principal place 
of residence on January 1Sl and you must complete, sign, and return a Gairn for Exemption. 
The Oaim form is enclosed. The Homeovmers' Exemption is reimbursed by the State. 
Local public agencies receive reimbursement as if you paid the taxes. Because the State 
reimburses local government, you can only have one exemption in the state. 

Every year we process hundreds of roll corrections for qualified homeowners who did not 
file for the exemption. I'd like your help to reduce the work involved in a correction. If 
you qualify for the exemption, please complete, sign and return the enclosed Cairn by June 
10. This may give us enough time to process the exemption before we complete this year's 
assessment roll. 

The exemption will show on the tax bill that you will receive in the fall. Once we grant the 
exemption, it remains in effect until you sell or move from the property. 

Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Leslie K. Davis 
Acting Assessor 

891 Mountain Ranch Rd • San Andreas, CA 95249 • 209.754.6356 
www.co.calaveras.ca.us 

http:www.co.calaveras.ca.us


STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

Appeal Name: MR. JOSEPH C. KELLY 

CaselD: ITEM#. F2 

Date: SEPTEMBER 20, 2011 

TP FTB DEPT 




