
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

OF THE STA'J?E OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Appeal of )

E. G. AND ALICE R. BUCKNER

For Appellants: Alice R. Buckner,
in pro. per.

For Respondent: James T. Philbin
Supervising Counsel

O P I N I O N

This appeal is made pursuant to section 18601.1
of the Revenue and Taxation Code from the action of the
Franchise Tax Board in denying the claims of E. G. and
Alice R.
1979.

Buckner for rente9's credits for years prior to
.
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The issue for det(?rmination  is whether appellants 0
E. G. and nlice R. Buckn~~r are entitled to renter's credits
for yc;trs prior to 1979.

Appellants claimed refunds for renter's credits
for years after 1972 and prior to 1979, and indic,3ted that
they had received public assistance in the form oE
Supplemental Security Income (SST) and/or State
Supplemental Payments (SSP) during those years. Xespondent
denied their claims on the ground that public assistance
recipients did not qualify Eor the renter's credit prior to
1979.

During the years in question, section 1'7053.5 of
the Revenue and Taxation Code allowed "qualified renters"
to claim an annual credit against their personal income tax
liability. Prior to its amendment in 1979, subdi$Jision (c)
of that section provided that renters were riot entitled to
the credit for any period of time dclring which they
received "public assistance grants which to;>k into account
housing or shelter needs." In the Appeal of Gioria J.
Oliveria, decided by t!:lis board on clarch 31, 1982, we-7determined that SSI and SSP are public assistance programs
which take housing needs into account. We concluided that
individuals are not entitled to renter's credits for
periods, prior to 1979, during which they received payments
under such programs.

Since appella(nts received SSI/SSP assistance from
1973 through 1978, they are not entitled to renter's
credits for those years. Respondent's actii>n must
therefore be sustained.

-36-



i _ 7

Appeal of E. G. and Alice R. Buckncr_----ll_l_-----.-~.--

0
9

0 ,R D E R-.------
Puxsu~~nt to the vieIds expressed in the.opinion

of the board on file in this proceeding, and good catise
appearing therefor,

IT IS HEIi1::!3Y ORDERED, ADJUDGED ACJD DECREED,
pursuant tc:) section 18595 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code, that the action of the Franchise Tax Board in denying
the claims of E. G. and Alice R. Buckner for renter's
credits for years prior to 1979, be and the same is hereby
sustained.

Done at Sacramento, C,alifornia, this 17th day
of August 1982, by the State Board of Equalization, with
Board Member; Mr. Bennett, Mr. Cnllis. Mr. Dronenburg and
Mr. Nevins present.

William M. Bennett r-_- _-----
Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr. ,
_------

Richard Nevins I___-___--e-1_----

I------.

I__--._-_I-
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