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2065 Sportfishing-boats for which commercial-fishing-license . .-
is required. ’ _ .

PLEASE RETURN TO | “J) M

LECAL FILES
Cetoder 31, 1358
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Your letter of Ootoder 7 addrensced to Honorable
Ténund 0, Brown, Attorney Goneral, has beon referred to
this Board for reply, as this Board is the Utate egency
. oherged with the administration of the California Ssles
and Use Tax law,

Your gquestion concerns the applionbility of Sectiom — — —
6368 of the Unles and Use Tax Law to sportfiching boats.
Hales and Use Tex Huling 51.% sets forth the edministrative
interrrotstion of the sbove seetion, and s cory of the ruling i
is snclosed,

%e have boen informed by the Htnte Department of Flsh
and Same that oparnteors of sriy bonts or sportfishing dboats
gre re-uired to necure a commorcisl fiching licence under
feetion 7550 of the Fish and OCame Codey, ms well as & prrtly
bort 1icense under Jeotion 7370, In viav of the foot ¢that
a comzertinl fishing licenne is required by the Gtate Deprrte
moent of Fish and Game, we hnve renohed the conolusion that
snies of aportfishing bonts or ° ble perponal proverty
Ybeocning u cosponent part of sportfishing douts ere exempt
from peles tux %o the s me extont as if the scles wore made
to operators of commercial deepe-sea fishin; veosels, other

. than operators of purty bouts or sportfishing boata.

As Ruling 51,5 indicates, it i» a condition of the
exenpntion that the watercraft ahall be used principually oute
gide of the torritoriel watern of thie ltates Thus, 1f the
principal use occurs within the territorinl waters of this
Ltute, the tux will apply. GSee particularly the third pare-
graph of Rauling 51.%.

Dur distriet and field staff is deing informed of thie

opinion,
Yery truly yours,
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