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COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
See Assessment Appeals Board 

300.0020 Procedures and Rules. A county board of supervisors, sitting as a board 
of equalization, is subject to the provisions of the California Administrative 
Code (Government Code Section 15606). 

The one exception is set forth in the third paragraph of Section 16 of Article 
XIII of the California Constitution which empowers boards of supervisors to 
adopt rules of notice and procedures for assessment appeals boards if the 
supervisors have chosen not to sit as a board of equalization. C 3/17/78. 
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Hr. Gl~~~-

Yu.ba Cct.mty .:t~-;:;czso.l .. 
215 Fi£·!:.h Str~et 
Harysville, c;, .95901 

Dear. ~ir. ~-~-..- ......... - ... ··-• 

... ,, 

Applicability of 10 California 
.t:..J~,1inistrativo Code 301-3~J_q_ 

Your inquiry of r:urch 13, 1978, rot-;uested an o9inion 
as to vhetl'l~r yo~· Count:-/ .fJ.oard of Sul;ar.;isors~ Bitting as a 
board of cc;uali::<J.tio!-., is sunj0ct to t::.a provision:J of tho 
Californi.;:;. AdministrntiVG COJG. . 

Ou.r ros?On.s.;; is in t!'"a affirmative. Califcrni.J. 
\"JOVCl.i~tGll.t Co0~) 1 f!nc·tion 15606, p.rovi\-.!es in pertinent pil.:rt: 

'rhe State Board of Ecn.1alizn.t.icn shall• 
(c) l'rescribe rules <inci ::.·egulut:.ion:> to 
govern locu.l boards af oqu~li.::!"t.icn. ~1hcn 
equ.alizin9, anU assesnors '\<:l.he.n iUJSassing. 

The ctatuta is clcz:.r and unambiryuous on its f&C<'! and ita '~ffact 
i:; furt.'>cr supf'o:r.to.:t ty the eniorcC'oent provi:2ions oi subsection 
(h). 

There is but oxv.;, e!r.ceptic·n to this provision and that 
is found L"'l California Ccnoti tutit:Jn, Article XIII, :~e~ction lG, 
par.ag:r~;;.D. 3, Wl1erein tiHl Su;;.erv·il:z.ora arf) empc.r:rrerad to .adopt 
.r·i..iloo o.f notict3 anJ. procnd.urc3 tor. ilsz;en~n~ent .n~?;)aals l)Oard.s 
if t!la Supcrvis.ors .=lave -choac~n not to sit as a board of aq:uali
zation. J.io~rl.t:.Ver, ev~-;:1 undc~r tl::is option al;"~!)lic.3ble: cct1nti~:ts 
ha~..rc allopted tl-~c S.:ai! rulas "Witil :.rlnor :c;.odificaticn as to 
tec.;hnical In:!.tters~ 

You iurt.hCr r..}·uestion the prop:ri~::;ty o.E rnsche.duling 
a hcu:cint; io2: ~n ~~~:-~~lic.::tnt \"ltlO f.:.1il~d. to a~,~~J..r at tho til;;:.:~ rru1cl 
pls..<;ta. ii::. ,uccord ~-:i til f<:!l."';..:al u.oticG.. Rule .313, ;1oa.r lug J?roccdure, 
cont .. sil1s th,:J con'C.I"':Olling provir;ion: 

( 
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(a) ••• If the notice l.as been given and 
naithGr ·the applicant nor hin a~ont ia 
present, ti1n ap:;::lication ,;:hall be ,Ju,1i>:ld 
.for lacJ;. of a~_:nearance, oi 

iJOard 
1 ior ~:;cod ct-.lUse 

o£ wnich t.21ta is ~~!::.l!ly in}:or~: tile 
:board r.:ay pc.ctpon.:;: th~ ll•3a:ciug... • (L:..l;phasis 
added.) 

The latter underlined sections arc properly sUbject to inter
pretation hy tllo local board but as in all ta~ :Jattcrs, the 
interpretation should b<! :;trict but row.sonable. Itt our vie~1 
tho failure of <m. a;.:.~licant 'a se:cretary to rc::;ind. him of the 
hcad.ng t,irao doeiJ not ~~onstitute go<Jfl cauca and if that is t!";o 
applic=t's sole ground for his failure to appear, the applic.J.tion 
should properly be denied. 

Very truly yours, 

J ~ ,T. Delaney 
Chief Couns~<l 

.j ,)")Lei J.JD: 

cc: Hr. J a;:.:ea Reicl"•le 
Deputy county Counsel 

be: l·lr. Abram F. Goldman 
ltr. Jack F. Eisenlauer (Alan Flory} 
Legal Section 
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