


The board of supervisors of a county, therefore,
is now prohibited from increasing the basic county tax rate
over and above the one percent constitutional and statutory
limitation. The tax authorized under section 1262,
subdivision (e), is clearly an ad valorem tax on real
property since it is levied "on each dollar of assessed
valuation on all the taxable property in the county."
Accordingly, section 1262 may no longer be viewed as
permitting an increase above .the basic county tax rate, now
restricted by the one percent constitutional and statutory
limitation. (See 62 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 209, 211 (1979).)

An exception to the one percent limitation,
however, does exist under the new constitutional provision
for repayment of certain voter approved indebtedness.
Subdivision (b) of section 1 of article XIII A provides:

"The limitation provided for in subdivision (a) shall
not apply to ad valorem taxes or special assessments to
pay the interest and redemption charges on any
indebtedness approved by the voters prlor to the time
this section becomes effective." 2/

Hence, if prior to July 1, 1978, the voters
of a county have approved an indebtedness for the
acquisition and maintenance of veterans' facilities as
authorized under subdivision (g) of section 1262 ("Incur, in
the manner provided by law, a bonded indebtedness on behalf
of the county for any of the purposes hereof"), such )
indebtedness may be funded by a specific ad valorem tax on
real property that exceeds the one percent limitation. In
"implementing this provision of article XIII A, the
Legislature has authorized such an additional tax levy.
(Rev. & Tax. Code § 2237, subd. (a).)

We also note that under section 4 of article XIII
A, certain "special taxes" may be imposed if first duly
approved by the electorate: v

"Cities, Counties and special districts, by a two-
thirds vote of the qualified electors of such district,
may impose special taxes on such district, except ad

2. On July 1, 1978, section 1 of the new article
became effective. (See 62 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 209, 211
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valorem taxes on real property or a transaction tax or
sales tax on the sale of real property within such
City, County or special district." (Emphasis added.)

Since, however, the "special taxes" of section 1262,
subdivision (e), constitute ad valorem taxes on real
property, they are excluded from the operation of this
section cf article XIII A under its express terms.

The conclusion to the question presented,
therefore, is that article XIII A of the California
Constitution, as implemented by Revenue and Taxation Code
section 2237, generally prohibits a county board of

supervisors from levying a tax under the provisions of

section 1262.
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