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Mr. James M. Williams

Certification of Contractors’

Your memo of June 16, 1983, seeks our views in the
instance where the Assessor of Los Angeles County has retained
an outside expert for a 2 1/2 year period. The question is
whether or not this expert performs services that require
certification by our Board as appraisers.

I don't want to beg the question but it does seem that
your staff is best qualified to make this determination. There
is no legal issue here for our interpretation. Your letter to
Assessors of October 5, 1977 (No. 77/138) is directly on
point. It was based on Bob Milam's memo of August 30, 1977,
which provides the basic interpretation of Revenue and Taxation
Code Section 670. 1In the interim nothing has changed either
Bob's memo or the Letter to Assessors.

: No. 77/138 states: The assessor may, however, arrange
for an outside expert to value specialized properties when it
is unreasonable to expect the permanent staff to possess the
expertise to perform the task. 1In contrast Ms. McGowan, the
Los Angeles County Training Coordinator, writes that Mr.
Robertson does not make or sign appraisals. In her words he
does field engineering, estimates reserves, produces decline
curves, reviews operating costs and trains new personnel. In
further contrast you noted in Mr. Pope's letter of April 2,
1982, to his Board of Supervisors that Mr. Robertson will be
primarily responsible for the valuation of approximately 1800
0il related properties throughout the County. If necessary he
would testify and defend these valuations before the appeals
board.
In the contract of April 13, 1982, between the County
and Mr. Robertson the latter's position is described as "an

experienced appraisal engineer". Moreover, as you have again
noted in the Services paragraph, he is required to assist in
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(1) the determination of fair market value of o0il ‘and gas
mineral interests, (2) defend these determinations before the
appeals board, and (3) provide a formal petroleum property
appraisal training course. for assessor personnel. This .
contract may not require Mr. Robertson to sign appraisals but

In my view Mr. Robertson should be certified, however,
it is the view of your staff that should control. If you feel
the need to go beyond written documents, it may be worth while
~to conduct an on-scene inspection of Mr. Robertson's actual
work.
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