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BOE Chairman Jerome E. Horton Applauds Legislative Nod  

to New BOE Headquarters Building 

 
Sacramento – California State Board of Equalization (BOE) Chairman Jerome E. Horton 

announces the Assembly Committee on Accountability and Administrative Review today voted 

unanimously to advance AB 1656 (Dickinson), a bill that authorizes the Department of General 

Services (DGS) to enter into a real property agreement in the Sacramento area to consolidate and 

relocate the State Board of Equalization’s (BOE) headquarters operations. 

The BOE’s troubled headquarters building at 450 N Street in Sacramento has a long history of 

issues, including falling windows, mold, faulty elevators, and most recently, corroding waste 

water pipes. To date, the BOE has spent $59 million to repair the structure, and expects to spend 

at least $40 million more to address ongoing problems. On March 12, the Joint Legislative Audit 

Committee requested the California State Auditor to commence an audit evaluating the costs and 

benefits of housing BOE in a consolidated facility.  

“Providing BOE employees with a safe place to work is our top priority,” said Chairman Horton. 

“We applaud the committee for recognizing the basic principle that you can’t get out of a hole by 

digging deeper.” 

The bill now moves to the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

*                             *                             *                             * 

Elected in 2010, Chairman Jerome E. Horton is the Fourth District Member of the California State Board of 

Equalization, representing more than 8.5 million residents in Los Angeles County. He is also the Board of 

Equalization’s Legislative Committee Chairman. He is the first to serve on the Board of Equalization with over 21 

years of experience at the BOE. Horton previously served as an Assembly Member of the California State Assembly 

from 2000-2006. 

The five-member California State Board of Equalization is a publicly elected tax board. The Board of Equalization 

collects more than $56 billion annually in taxes and fees supporting state and local government services. It hears 

business tax appeals, acts as the appellate body for franchise and personal income tax appeals, and serves a 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/asm/ab_1651-1700/ab_1656_bill_20140328_amended_asm_v98.pdf


significant role in the assessment and administration of property taxes. For more information on other taxes and fees 

in California, visit www.taxes.ca.gov. 
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