
--------DECLARATION OF ROYCE WOODBURY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

I, Royce Woodbury, declare as follows: 

l. I am over the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this 

Declaration and, if called as a witness, could and would competently testify to such facts under 

oath, 

2. I am the owner of Royce Architectural, located in Santa Barbara, California. 

3. In 1994, I quoted a price to Dr. William Dobkin and his wifo, Deborah Dobkin to 

build replacement and upgraded windows and doors for his new home located on Naples Island, 

Long Beach, California. 

4. I was recently contacted by Dr. Dobkin and asked if I had any documents that 

reflected the cost of the windows and doors he ordered. 

5. I recall the order, and in fact, with the help of a program f purchased to open old, 
\ 

obsolete files, located a copy of the 1994 invoice. The actual cost to Dr. Dobkin for the 

replacement windows and doors was $158,500.90. These windows and doors were not part of 

the original house built by Dr. Dobkin on Naples Island, but installed later. A true and correct 

copy of my invoice to Dr. Dobkin dated May 19, 1994 is attached hereto as Exhibit '·A," 

6. This cost is for the windows and doors only, and did not include installation. 

I declare 1mder penalty of perjury under the laws o'f the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed March\'&, 2015, at Santa Barbara, C 

ROYCE WOODBURY 
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To : Dr William R. Dobkin May 19, 1994 

Original Est Actual/Rev Increase 

Garden Room $6,872.80 $ 12,687.70 $ 5,814.90 
Kitchen Gallery 15,536.10 24,719.31 9,183.21 
Entry 12,457.36 20,364.58 7,907.22 
Family Room 17,878.04 27,182.02 9,303.98 

Living Area $ 13,223.15 $36,444.40 $23,221.25 
2nd Floor Gallery 17,574.43 24,900.11 7,325.68 

Third Floor $10,202.44 $ 12,202.78 $2,000.34 _____... 

-----·----------- ------
$93,744.32 $ 158,500.90 $64,756.58 

royce architectural 


415e. haley st santa barbara, {805) 966-1818 
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-----DECLARATION OF DENNISTREFFRY-UNDERPENALTY OF PERJURY--------

I, Dennis Treffry, declare as follows: 

l. I am over the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this 

Declaration and, ifcalled as a witness, could and would competently testify to such facts under oath. 

In 1988-1992 I worked as a subcontractor upon the Dobkin home on Naples Island, Long 

Beach. I did all the interior finish woodwork, installed all soffits and plaster molding details, hung 

and locked all interior and exterior doors, and milled and installed rooffascia board. My company 

was paid approximately $120,000.00 for this work. 

I had close contact with Doctor Dobkin and with Mr. Merrill throughout the building ofthis 

home. 

I also did the work necessary to remove windows and doors to replace them with the new 

windows and doors that the Dobkins purchased in 1994. I recall that I was paid approximately 

$38,000.00 for this work. The Dobkins purchased the windows and doors separately. 

The Dobkin home was constructed with the most expensive materials possible. It also had a 

subterranean basement which was very expensive to build. I very clearly recall discussing with 

William Merrill the total cost ofbuilding this home. This home was 8,000 square feet and directly 

across the street from the water. I discussed the accumulating cost with William Merrill as we 

progressed. I know from my own experience and my direct knowledge ofthis home that the cost of 
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4325-860 

http:38,000.00
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-------~c_o~ns~tru~c=ti9n ofthe home itselt_e1(ceed~d_$2,5_00,000.___Ibis was exclusive oflandscaping and did not------

include the cost of improvements to the doors and windows described above or other subsequent 

repairs. 

I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws ofthe State ofCalifornia that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Executed April 3 2015, at Long Beach, California. 

2526244.1 
4325-860 

http:itselt_eJ(ceed~d_$2,5_00,000.___Tb.is


5536 E. Second Street, Long Beach, CA 90803-3924 
Phone (562) 43~f--673-1-•FAX {562}-434:1a11--------
Residential, Investment, and Commercial Properties 

Since 1966 

March 20, 2015 

Freeman/Freeman/Smiley 

Attn: Joseph Mudd 

Dear Mr. Mudd, 

Thank you for this opportunity to assist you with the facts relating to the property at

here in long Beach. 

i personally have lived on Naples Island since 1983 and my immediate neighbor at the time was William 

Dobkin. He and I took a walk one day and I pointed out the double lots that were in one of the nicest 

locations on Alamitos Bay. I remember telling William that he should buy them and build the dream 

home that was already designed to be built on the lots. He went home and had another neighbor who 

had her Real Estate license at the time and she wrote the offer. The property was listed by Equity 

Brokers, Mr. Charles Lane, and I now own Equity Brokers and have taken over Charles Lane's Business. 

As I recall the Lots were listed for $1,000,000 each and I believe William paid $1,800,000 for the two. 

William hired one of the best local builders, Mr. Bill Merrill to build this amazing dream Home. He used 

the finest of materials, Marble, Granite, Slate Roof Tile. Concrete Balusters, Pre-Cast Concrete Moldings 

and Hardscape. I remember the invoice for the windows alone was SZ00,000! This was the ultimate 

Custom Built House in this Time and the Best Craftsmanship that f had ever seen. William spared no 

expense and ittruly showed. I remember that the cost per square foot was running $350.00 which, at 

this time in the late 1980's, was very expensive! This property also had Two Boat Slips immediately in 

the Front of The Home on Alamitos Bay. This is also a very valuable and highly sought out feature in our 

waterfront Community. 

I trust that this factual information will be helpful to you and if there are any further questions, please 

do not hesitate to call me. My number is t:562-68Z-1558. 

Thank you once again and I look for.vard to assisting further if the need arises. 

Sincerely, 

Keith Muirhead 

Equity brokers, Inc. /Owner 
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DECLARATION OF WILLIAM MERRILL---------• 

I, William Merrill, declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in 

this Declaration and, if called as a witness, could and would competently testify to such facts 

under oath. 

2. My name is William Merrill. In the 1980s, I was a general contractor, and builder 

ofluxury homes in the state of California. I now reside in Florida. 

3. I was the general contractor and builder of the home for William Dobkin and his 

former wife Deborah at The home was built on two lots with 

direct waterfront access. 

4. The home was approximately 8000 square feet and contained a large, 

approximately 3000 square foot, subterranean basement. 

5. Not only did it take a considerable amount of time to obtain the necessary permits 

to build the subterranean basement, but the building and waterproofing of that structure was an 

expense that would not normally be associated with the home in that area. 

6. The home was constructed of the most expensive materials available at the time. 

The detail on the home was considerable, including doors, windows, molding, lighting, and decks. 

7. After the original construction of the home was completed, I was then hired to 

expand the roofing over the decks. 

8. Although this task was completed approximately 25 years ago, the expense 

associated with the house was considerable, and more than the expense of building any other 

house that I built in California around that time. Although I do not have a recollection of specific 

items cost, and although I no longer have records related to this construction, I clearly remember 

that the square foot cost of construction of that house was approximately $350.00. This was one 

of the most expensive dwellings that I constructed at the time, so I have a fairly clear recollection 

of the per foot cost. 

9. Although this would have been high for construction at that time, the subterranean 

basement along with the quality of the materials chosen and necessary for an oceanfront home and 

2027043.2 4325-860 
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the detail of the house caused its construction to be very high. 

IO. The $350 per square foot charges include the building, the decks, deck 

improvements, expensive and custom cabinets in the kitchen and other areas including in the 

garage, wine cellar and darkroom, electrical window coverings, built-in sound system, oversized 

water heaters, built-in bookshelves, chandeliers, carpeting, and finishing. 

11. Work that I completed, and the per square foot cost did not include landscape and 

hardscape, boat dock, appliances, electronics, furniture, outside lighting, or personal items. 

should there be any further 

questions concerning this information. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

12. I can be available by telephone a 

Executed on b-.l)' , 2014, at 1/e.,,,ro B .e(!.d,.,. , Florida. 
' 

2027043.2 4325-860 

OF WILLIAM MERRILL 
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DECLARATION OF DR: WILLIAM DOBKIN 

I, Dr. William Dobkin, declare as follows: 

I. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called as 

a witness, could and would competently testify to such facts under oath. 

2. I have read and reviewed the declaration of my former wife Deborah Dobkin. Her 

statements with respect to the money spent on the house, and the overall basis in the home are 

accurate. 

3. In addition to the actual structure, as foolhardy as it may seem, and the house 

contains a subterranean basement for vehicles and living area. The cost of building the premises 

with this subterranean structure caused our costs relative thereto to skyrocket. 

4. The reporting of the value of the structure is true and accurate. 


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 


foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on , 2013, at , California. 

Dr. William Dobkin 

2027042.1 4325-860 

DECLARATION OF DR. WILLIAM DOBKIN 
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DECLARATION OF DEBORAH DOBKIN 

I, Deborah Dobkin, declare as follows: 

L I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called as 

a witness, could and would competently testify to such facts under oath. 

2. At the time that our home in Lido was built in 1987-1989, my husband, Dr. 

William Dobkin was earning a substantial income. 

3. We built this house that is the issue in this case sparing no expense. 

4. After the house was built, I retained the records, checks, and contracts that were 

related to the property for years. In fact several boxes containing all of the contracts, receipts, 

checks, permit applications and warranties were stored in boxes and kept at the house until I 

moved out of the house in 2005. I did not realize that I had to retain them beyond 7 years for 

taxes or the time necessary to substantiate warranties. 

5. At the time that the building, modification, and subsequent additions and 

remodeling were completed, I also kept a tabulation of the total expenses. That summary 

tabulation is attached in exhibit A and is the list that was used in preparation ofmy tax return after 

the sale of the house. Exhibit A is an accurate reflection of the money expended on our home 

from the time it was built up to the time ofsale. 

6. I also believed that interest expense over and above the amount allowed as a 

deduction could be capitalized and added to the basis of the property. 

7. After the tax return for the year in which the property was sold was completed, my 

list of basis in the property was delivered to my accountant. My ex-husband relied upon the same 

figures in the preparation of his tax return. 

8. After the state of California began its audit of the basis of the real property upon 

the sale, I found that I could neither locate the actual records of construction, bank account 

records dating back to so many years in the past were no longer available and the contractor who 

did all of the work on the home moved from California years ago could not be located. Efforts to 

locate the contractor ran cold. The contractor was not located until my tax attorney recently 

found him by use ofa third party investigator. 

2027041.l 4325-860 

DECLARATION OF DEBORAH DOBKIN 
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 ----9.--The attached pictures-of the home essentially-demonstrate-its conclitionat-thetime 

it was constructed. 

10. The house also had a subterranean basement, which turned out to be an exorbitant 

expense for a house located beach side. However it provided space that most homes in the area 

lacked. 

11. I am able to testify regarding the expenses from my own knowledge and state that 

all are true and correct. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on September 3, 2013, at __________, California. 

Deborah Dobkin 

2027041. l 4325-860 2 
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