
*

S Unless you are required to file sepa
TIP rately, you should figure your tax both

ways (on a joint return and on separate
returns). This way you can make sure you are
using the filing status that results in the lowest
combined tax. However, you will generally pay
more combined tax on separate returns than
you would on a joint return for the reasons listed
under Special Rules, later.

How to file. If you file a separate return, you
generally report only your own income, exemp
tions, credits, and deductions on your individual
return. You can claim an exemption for your
spouse if your spouse had no gross income and
was not the dependent of another person. How
ever, if your spouse had any gross income or
was the dependent of someone else, you cannot
claim an exemption for him or'her on your sepa
rate return.

If you file as married filing separately, you
can use Form 1040A or Form 1040. Select this
filing status by checking the box on line 3 of
either form. You also must enter your spouse's
full name in the space provided and must enter
your spouse's SSN or ITIN in the space provided
unless your spouse does not have and is not
required to have an SSN or ITIN. Use the Mar
ried filing separately column of the Tax Table or
Section C of the Tax Computation Worksheet to
figure your tax.

Special Rules

If you choose married filing separately as your
filing status, the following special rules apply.
Because of these special rules, you will usually
pay more tax on a separate return than if you
used another filing status that you qualify for.

1. Your tax rate generally will be higher than
it would be on a joint return.

2. Your exemption amount for figuring the al
ternative minimum tax will be half that al
lowed to a joint return filer.

3. You cannot take. the credit for child and
dependent care expenses in most cases,
and the amount that you can exclude from
income under an employer's dependent
care assistance program is limited to
$2,500 (instead of $5,000 if you filed a joint
return).

4. You cannot take the earned income credit.

5. You cannot take the exclusion or credit for
adoption expenses in most cases.

6. You cannot take the education credits (the
Hope credit, American opportunity credit,
and lifetime learning credit), the deduction
for student loan interest, or the tuition and
fees deduction.

7. You cannot exclude any interest income
from qualified U.S. savings bonds that you
used for higher education expenses.

8. If you lived with your spouse at any time
during the tax year:

a. You cannot claim the credit for the eld
erly or the disabled.

b. You will have to include in income more
(up to 85°/0) of any social security or
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equivalent railroad retirement benefits
you received, and

c. You cannot roll over amounts from an
eligible retirement plan (other than a
Roth IRA or designated Roth account)
into a Roth IRA.

9. The following credits and deductions are
reduced at income levels that are half of
those for a joint return:

a. The child tax credit,

b. The retirement savings contributions
credit,

c. Itemized deductions, and

d. The deduction for personal exemptions.

10. Your capital loss deduction limit is $1,500
(instead of $3,000 if you filed a joint re
turn).

11. If your spouse itemizes deductions, you
cannot claim the standard deduction. If you
can claim the standard deduction, your ba
sic standard deduction is half the amount
allowed on a joint return.

12. Your first-time homebuyer credit is limited
to $4,000 (instead of $8,000 if you filed a
joint return). If the special rule for long-time
residents of the same main home applies,
the credit is limited to $3,250 (instead of
$6,500 if you filed a joint return).

Individual retirement arrangements (IRAs).
You may not be able to deduct all or part of your
contributions to a traditional IRA if you or your
spouse was covered by an employee retirement
plan at work during the year. Your deduction is
reduced or eliminated if your income is more
than a certain amount. This amount is much
lower for married individuals who file separately
and lived together at any time during the year.
For more information, see How Much Can You
Deduct? in chapter 1 of Publication 590, Individ
ual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs).

Rental activity losses. If you actively partici
pated in a passive rental real estate activity that
produced a loss, you generally can deduct the
loss from your nonpassive Income up to
$25,000. This is called a special allowance.
However, married persons filing separate re
turns who lived together at any time during the
year cannot claim this special allowance. Mar
ried persons filing separate returns who lived
apart at all times during the year are each al
lowed a $12,500 maximum special allowance
for losses from passive real estate activities.
See Rental Activities in Publication 925, Passive
Activity and At-Risk Rules.

Community property states. If you live in Ari
zona, California, Idaho, Louisiana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Texas, Washington, or Wisconsin
and file separately, your income may be consid
ered separate income or community income for
income tax purposes. See Publication 555,
Community Property.

Joint Return After
Separate Returns

You can change your filing status by filing an
amended return using Form 1040X.

If you or your spouse (or both of you) file a
separate return, you generally can change to a
joint return any time within 3 years from the due
date of the separate return or returns. This does
not include any extensions. A separate return
includes a return filed by you or your spouse
claiming married filing separately, single, or
head of household filing status.

Separate Returns
After Joint Return

Once you file a joint return, you cannot choose
to file separate returns for that year after the due
date of the return.

Exception. A personal representative' for a
decedent can change from a joint return elected
by the surviving spouse to a separate return for
the decedent. The personal representative has
1 year from the due date (including extensions)
of the return to make the change. See Publica
tion 559 for more information on filing income tax
returns for a decedent.

Head of Household
You may be able to file as head of household if
you meet all the following requirements.

1. You are unmarried or Ilconsidered unmar
ried" on the last day of the year.

2. You paid more than half the cost of keep
ing up a home for the year.

3. A "qualifying person" lived with you in the
home for more than half the year (except
for temporary absences, such as school).

i However, if the "qualifying person" is your
dependent parent, he or she does not
have to live with you. See Special ruie for
P!:!f~.~!.!, later, under Quali,yirig··Perso..ii······_···

S If you qualify to file as head of house
TIP hold, your tax rate usually will be lower

than the rates for single or married fil
ing separately. You will also receive a higher
standard deduction than if you file as single or
married filing separately.

How to file. If you file as head of household,
you can use either Form 1040A or Form 1040.
Indicate your choice of this filing status by
checking the box on line 4 of either form. Use the
Head of a household column of the Tax Table or
Section 0 of the Tax Computation Worksheet to
figure your tax.

Considered Unmarried

To qualify for head of household status, you
must be either unmarried or considered unmar
ried on the last day of the year. You are consid
ered unmarried on the last day of the tax year if
you meet all the following tests.

1. You file a separate return (defined earlier
under ..Joint Return After Separatt':J Re~

ty.:..e~)·
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2. You paid more than half the cost of keep
ing up your home for the tax year.

3. Your spouse did not live in your home dur
ing the last 6 months of the tax year. Your
spouse is considered to live in your home
even if he or she is temporarily absent due
to special c.ircumstances. See Eernporary
.:!!:?:~.~=C!.El!..!?, later.

4. Your home was the main home of your
child, stepchild, or foster child for more

~
than half the year. (See t!..~?.eJf:!....~?t.g~F!JHY!.~:~g

\ pf,rSOfl,later, for rules applying to a child's
birth, death, or temporary absence during
the year.)

5. You must be able to claim an exemption
for the child. However, you meet this test if
you cannot claim the exemption only be
cause the noncustodial parent can claim
the child using the rules described later in

or
Cfilldr(1f1 of divcJrce(/ or sf;\paratod paronts

oarents who five apart under Qualifying

g:~:;~"J:#~~~Jfffl~I~~J.~!~~~~;~lJt$
VVho Live Apart under Qualifying Relative.
T"h'e"'iien'erai"'ruTes for claiming an exemp
tion for a dependent are explained later

m
under ,F.~~~!.!.!p!!.~.?!!.!?...!.~?LP~P.~r.~.~!.~J!t§..

!
If you were considered married for part
of the year and lived in a .comrnunitv

. • property state (listed earlier underMar-
ried Filing"'Separatei~ special rules may apply
in determining your income and expenses. See
Publication 555 for more information.

Nonresident alien spouse. You are consid
ered unmarried for head of household purposes
if your spouse was a nonresident alien at any
time during the year and you do not choose to
treat your nonresident spouse as a resident
alien. However, your spouse is not a qualifying
person for head of household purposes. You
must have another qualifying person and meet
the other tests to be eligible to file as a head of
household.

Earned income credit. Even if you are con
sidered unmarried for head of household pur
poses because you are married to a nonresident
alien, you are still considered married for pur
poses of the earned income credit (unless you
meet the five tests listed earlier under Consid
ered Unn1arriod). You are not entitlecf..t'o··..ih'e
credit unless you file a joint return with your
spouse and meet other qualifications.

See Publication 596 for more information.

Choice to treat spouse as resident. You
are considered married if you choose to treat
your spouse as a resident alien. See chapter 1
of Publication 519.

Keeping Up a Home

To qualify for head of household status, you
must pay more than half of the cost of keeping
up a home for the year. You can determine
whether you paid more than half of the cost of
keeping up a home by using the following work
sheet.
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Cost of Keeping Up a Home
Keep for Your Records

Amount
You Total
Paid Cost

Property taxes
Mortgage interest expense
Rent
Utility charges
Repairs/maintenance
Property insurance
Food consumed
on the premises

Other household expenses
Totals

Minus total amount you
paid

Amount others paid -$--

If the total amount you paid is more than the amount
others paid, you meet the requirement of paying more
than half the cost of keeping up the home.

Costs you include. Include in the cost of up
keep expenses such as rent, mortgage interest,
real estate taxes, insurance on the home, re
pairs, utilities, and food eaten in the home.

If you used payments you received under
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) or other public assistance programs to
pay part of the cost of keeping up your home,
you cannot count them as money you paid.
However, you must include them in the total cost
of keeping up your home to figure if you paid
over half the cost.

Costs you do not include. Do not include in
the cost of upkeep expenses such as clothing,
education, medical treatment, vacations, life in
surance, or transportation. Also, do not include
the rental value of a home you own or the value
of your services or those of a member of your
household.

Also do not include any government or chari
table assistance you received because of your
temporary relocation due to the storms, torna
does, or flooding in a Midwestern disaster area.

Qualifying Person~
See .I_0..~!~_ ..:!, later, to see who is a qualifying
person.

Any person not described in Table 4 is not a
qualifying person.

Example 1-child. Your unmarried son
lived with you all year and was 18 years old at
the end of the year. He did not provide more
than half of his own support and does not meet
the tests to be a qualifying child of anyone else.
As a result, he is your qualifying child (see QuaJi..
!Y.!!.?[L~?!2~.~~, later) and, because he is single, is a
qualifying person for you to claim head of house
hold filing status.

Example 2-ch/ld who Is not qualifying
person. The facts are the same as in Exarnplo
Jexcept your son was 25 years old at the end of

the year and his gross income was $5,000. Be
cause he does not meet the age test (explained
later under .9~.J!!'!!!y..!!.!.{LQ...~Hg), your son is not
your qualifying child. Because he does not meet
the gross income test (explained later under
S?!..:.!!:/!.!.yJ[,!.9.....!.:!..~/!!~!.Y..~), he is not your qualifying
relative. As a result, he is not your qualifying
person for head of household purposes.

Example 3-girlfriend. Your girlfriend
lived with you all year. Even though she may be
your qualifying relative if the gross income and
support tests (explained later) are met, she is
not your qualifying person for head of household
purposes because she is not related to you in
one of the ways listed under Fleta tiv(:"~s who do
not have to ii",'o with you. See Table 4.

Example 4-girlfriend's child. The facts
are the same as in Exarnple ..3 except your girl
friend's 10-year-old son also lived with you all
year. He is not your qualifying child and, be
cause he is your girlfriend's qualifying child, he is
not your qualifying relative (see Not f:1 ()u/J.!i(Ving
ChitcJ Test, later). As a result,·..·he....i's····nof..yo'lir
qualifying person for head of household pur
poses.

Home of qualifying person. Generally, the
qualifying person must live with you for more
than half of the year.

Special rule for parent. If your qualifying
person is your father or mother, you may be
eligible to file as head of household even if your
father or mother does not live with you. How
ever, you must be able to claim an exemption for
your father or mother. Also, you must pay more
than half the cost of keeping up a home that was
the main home for the entire year for your father
or mother. You are keeping up a main home for
your father or mother if you pay more than half
the cost of keeping your parent in a rest home or
home for the elderly.

Death or birth. You may be eligible to file as
head of household if the individual who qualifies
you for this filing status is born or dies during the
year. You must have provided more than half of
the cost of keeping up a home that was the
individual's main home for more than half of the
year, or, if less, the period during which the
individual lived.

Example. You are unmarried. Your mother,
for whom you can claim an exemption, lived in
an apartment by herself. She died on Septem
ber 2. The cost of the upkeep of her apartment
for the year until her death was $6,000. You paid
$4,000 and your brother paid $2,000. Your
brother made no other payments towards your
mother's support. Your mother had no income.
Because you paid more than half of the cost of
keeping up your mother's apartment from Janu
ary 1 until her death, and you can claim an
exemption for her, you can file as a head of
household.

Temporary absences. You and your quali
fying person are considered to live together
even if one or both of you are temporarily absent
from your home due to special circumstances
such as illness, education, business, vacation,
or military service. It must be reasonable to
assume that the absent person will return to the
home after the temporary absence. You must
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continue to keep up the home during the ab
sence.

Kidnapped child. You may be eligible to file
as head of household even if the child who is
your qualifying person has been kidnapped. You
can claim head of household filing status if all
the following statements are true.

1. The child must be presumed by law en
forcement authorities to have been kid
napped by someone who is not a member
of your family or the child's family.

2. In the year of the kidnapping, the child
lived with you for more than half the part of
the year before the kidnapping.

3. You would have qualified for head of
household filing status if the child had not
been kidnapped.

This treatment applies for all years until the
child is returned. However, the last year this
treatment can apply is the earlier of:

1. The year there is a determination that the
child is dead, or

2. The year the child would have reached
age 18.

ualifying Widow(er)
ith Dependent Child

f your spouse died in 2009, you can use married
iling jointly as your filing status for 2009 if you
therwise qualify to use that status. The year of
eath is the last year for which you can file jointly
ith your deceased spouse. See .1!.1.?Tr.(?.Q.f:H!.efl.

jointlv, earlier.
----VOu may be eligible to use qualifying
idow(er) with dependent child as your filing
tatus for 2 years following the year your spouse
ied. For example, if your spouse died in 2008
nd you have not remarried, you may be able to
se this filing status for 2009 and 2010. The
ules for using this filing status are explained in
etail here.

Q
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This filing status entitles you to use joint
return tax rates and the highest standard deduc
tion amount (if you do not itemize deductions).
This status does not entitle you to file a joint
return.

How to file. If you file as a qualifying widow(er)
with dependent child, you can use either Form
1040A or Form 1040. Indicate your filing status
by checking the box on line 5 of either form. Use
the Married filing jointly column of the Tax Table
or Section B of the Tax Computation Worksheet
to figure your tax.

Eligibility rules. You are eligible to file your
2009 return as a qualifying widow(er) with de
pendent child if you meet all the following tests. '

• You were entitled to file a joint return with
your spouse for the year your spouse
died. It does not matter whether you actu
ally filed a joint return.

• Your spouse died in 2007 or 2008 and you
did not remarry before the end of 2009.

Table 4. Who Is a Qualifying Person Qualifying You To File as Head of Household?1

Caution. See the text of this publication for the other requirements you must meet to claim head of household fj·ling status.

IF the person is your ••• AND ••• THEN that person is •••

qualifying child (such as a son, he or she is single a qualifying person, whether or not you
daughter, or grandchild who lived can claim an exemption for the person.
with you more than half the year

he or she is married and you can claim an a qualifying person.and meets certain other tests)2
exemption for him or her

he or she is married and you cannot claim an not a qualifying person.3

exemption for him or her

qualifying relative4 who is your you can claim an exemption for him or hers a qualifying person.6

father or mother
you cannot claim an exemption for him or her not a qualifying person.

qualifying relative4 other than your he or she lived with you more than half the year, a qualifying person.
father or mother (such as a and he or she is related to you in one of the
grandparent, brother, or sister who ways listed under ..EJ..~.!!!..t.!.~~~ ....l(Y.!.!~L.~1.9.. ..!J..q!...~§..'!.~...H!.
meets certain tests). live v;/ith you on page 17, and you can claim an

exemption for him or hers

he or she did not live with you more than half the not a qualifying person.
year

he or she is not related to you in one of the ways not a qualifying person
listed under Relatives ~'Vho do not have to live
with you on ~"~ige"'17an'(rTs-your qualifYlng--···
relative only because he or she lived with you all
year as a member of your household

you cannot claim an exemption for him or her not a qualifying person.

lA person cannot qualify more than one taxpayer to use the head of household filing status for the year.
2The term Uqualifying child" is defined under .~~Q.~.??PJ{g..'1S fC?!....gependt?t!..~, later. Note: If you are a noncustodial parent, the term uqualifying child" for
head of household filing status does not include a child who is your qualifying child for exemption purposes only because of the rules described
under Chiidr(:1f1 of" divorced or separated parf~nts or parents ~1!ho iive iJparf under Qualifying Child, later. If you are the custodial parent and those
rules apply, the child generally is your qualifying child for head of household filing status even though the child is not a qualifying child for whom
you can claim an exemption.
3 This person is a qualifying person if the only reason you cannot claim the exemption is that you can be claimed as a dependent on someone
else's return.
4The term "qualifying relative" is defined under .!~.~~~:.!..!P!.!.0.!.!.?J~?!...q~p..~.:.!.~!~t!.t~, later.
Sit you can claim an exemption for a person only because at a multiple support agreement, that person is not a qualifying person. See lv1ultipfe
.§y'pp~~t~ ..!.jgC~.~r.!.!.~r.~.!· " .

6See .§P..~~:/9..!.f':!..(,~ ..!~~!.~.F!.P!.~!.!..~ for an additional requirement.
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• You have a child or stepchild for whom
you can claim an exemption. This does
not include a foster child.

• This child lived in your home all year, ex
cept for temporary absences. See .Tf!!.!!.l?~?:.

!.?!.Y..?:!?~.~0.,~!!!.,~, earlier, under Head of
Household. There are also exceptions, de
scribed later, for a child who was born or
died during the year and for a kidnapped
child.

• You paid more than half the cost of keep
ing up a home for the year. See .!~~.~P!.l}g

Up a Horne, earlier, under Head of House
hold.

Example. John Reed's wife died in 2007.
John has not remarried. He has continu'ed dur
ing 2008 and 2009 to keep up a home for himself
and his child, who lives with him and for whom
he can claim an exemption. For 2007 he was
entitled to file a joint return for himself and his
deceased wife. For 2008 and 2009, he can file
as a qualifying widower with a dependent child.
After 2009, he can file as head of household if he
qualifies'.

Death or birth. You may be eligible to file as a
qualifying widow(er) with dependent child if the
child who qualifies you for this filing status is
born or dies during the year. You must have
provided more than half of the cost of keeping up
a home that was the child's main home during
the entire part of the year he or she was alive.

Kidnapped child. You may be eligible to file
as a qualifying widow(er) with dependent child,
even if the child who qualifies you for this filing
status has been kidnapped. You can claim quali
fying widow(er) with dependent child filing status
if all the following statements are true.

1. The child must be presumed by law en
forcement authorities to have been kid
napped by someone who is not a member
of your family or the child's family.

2. In the year of the kidnapping, the child
lived with you for more than half the part of
the year before the kidnapping.

3. You would have qualified for qualifying

m
widow(er) with dependent child filing status
if the child had not been kidnapped.

!
As mentioned earlier, this filing status
;s available for only 2 years following

. · the year your spouse died.

Exemptions
Exemptions reduce your taxable income. Gen
erally, you can deduct $3,650 for each exemp
tion you claim in 2009. If you are entitled to two
exemptions for 2009, you would deduct $7,300
($3,650 x 2). But you may lose part of the dollar
amount of your exemptions if your adjusted
gross income is above a certain amount. See
.E:..0.?§~.ey..Lqt....f..~~~.!.!.p..!t.?0.~, later.

Types of exemptions. There are two types of
exemptions you may be able to take:

• Personal exemptions for yourself and your
spouse,and

Page 10

• Exemptions for dependents (dependency
exemptions).

While each is worth the same amount ($3,650
for 2009), different rules, discussed later, apply
to each type.

Dependent cannot claim a personal exemp
tion. If you are entitled to claim an exemption
for a dependent (such as your child), that depen
dent cannot claim a personal exemption on his
or her own tax return.

Exemption for individual displaced by a Mid
western disaster. You may be able to claim a
$500 exemption if you provided housing to a
person displaced by the storms, tornadoes, or
flooding in a Midwestern disaster area. See Ex"
~.e.!p.!.~~e!.!.Jg!..Jr!gJ.t(J~t~.:.~~.!....9J~p!.?!q~.q../?Y ...9....t:.1.!.qy~~i~E
ern Disaster, later.

How to claim exemptions. How you claim an
exemption on your tax return depends on which
form you file.

Form 1040EZ fliers. If you file Form
1040EZ, the exemption amount is combined
with the standard deduction and entered on line
5.

Form 1040A filers. It you tile Form 1040A,
complete lines 6a through 6d. The total number
of exemptions you can claim is the total in the
box on line 6d. Also complete line 26.

Form 1040 filers. If you file Form 1040,
complete lines 6a through 6d.The total number
ofexemptions you can claim is the total in the
box on line 6d. Also complete line 42.

U.S. citizen or resident alien. If you are a
U.S. citizen, U.S. resident alien, U.S. national
(defined later) or a resident of Canada or Mex
ico'~"'yo'lJ"'m'ay qualify for any of the exemptions
discussed here.

Nonresident aliens. Generally, if you are a
nonresident alien (other than a resident of Can
ada or Mexico, or certain residents of India or
Korea), you can qualify for only one personal
exemption for yourself. You cannot claim ex
emptions for a spouse or dependents.

These restrictions do not apply if you are a
nonresident alien married to a U. S. citizen or
resident alien and have chosen to be treated as
a resident of the United States.

More information. For more information on
exemptions if you are a nonresident alien, see
chapter 5 in Publication 519.

Dual-status taxpayers. If you have been both
a nonresident alien and a resident alien in the
same tax year, you should see Publication 519
for information on determining your exemptions.

Personal Exemptions
You are generally allowed one exemption for
yourself. If you are married, you may be allowed
one exemption for your spouse. These are
called personal exemptions.

Your Own Exemption

You can take one exemption for yourself unless
you can be claimed as a dependent by another
taxpayer. If another taxpayer is entitled to claim

you as a dependent, you cannot take an exemp
tion for yourself even if the other taxpayer does
not actually claim you as a dependent.

Your Spouse's Exemption

Your spouse is never considered your depen
dent.

Joint return. On a joint return, you can claim
one exemption for yourself and one for your
spouse.

Separate return. If you file a separate return,
you can claim an exemption for your spouse
only if your spouse had no gross income, is not
filing a return, and was not the dependent of
another taxpayer. This is true even if the other
taxpayer does not actually claim your spouse as
a dependent. This is also true if your spouse is a
nonresident alien.

Head of household. If you qualify for head
of household filing status because you are con
sidered unmarried, you can claim an exemption
for your spouse if the conditions described in the
preceding paragraph are satisfied.

To claim the exemption for your spouse,
check the box on line 6b of Form 1040 or Form
1040A and enter the name of your spouse in the
space to the right of the box. Enter the SSN or
ITIN of your spouse in the space provided at the
top of Form 1040 or Form 1040A.

Death of spouse. If your spouse died during
the year and you file a joint return for yourself
and your deceased spouse, you generally can
claim your spouse's exemption under the rules
just explained in Joint return. If you file a sepa
rate return for the··ytiar~···y·()"u··maybe able to claim
your spouse's exemption under the rules just
described in 8(;~paratt~ return.

If you rem~irrffi(rdurf;:"g"the year, you cannot
take an exemption for your deceased spouse.

If you are a surviving spouse without gross
income and you remarry in the year your spouse
died, you can be claimed as an exemption on
both the final separate return of your deceased
spouse and the separate return of your new
spouse for that year. If you file a joint return with
your new spouse, you can be claimed as an
exemption only on that return.

Divorced or separated spouse. If you ob
tained a final decree of divorce or separate
maintenance by the end of the year, you cannot
take your former spouse's exemption. This rule
applies even if you provided all of your former
spouse's support.

Exemption for Individual
Displaced by a Midwestern
Disaster

You may be able to take an additional exemption
amount of $500 for providing housing to a per
son displaced by the storms, tornadoes, or
flooding in a Midwestern disaster area. You can
not claim this amount for housing your spouse or
any of your dependents.

You can take this exemption for up to four
individuals. Since the exemption is $500 per
person, the maximum you can claim is $2,000.
You may be able to take this exemption for 2009
if all of the following are true.
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• You provided housing in your main home
for a period of at least 60 consecutive
days ending in 2009 to a person displaced
by the storms, tornadoes, or flooding in a
Midwestern disaster area.

• The person lived in a Midwestern disaster
area when the disaster occurred.

• You did not receive rent or any other
amount for providing the housing.

• You did not claim the maximum additional
exemption amount of $2,000 in 2008.

You cannot claim this exemption in 2009 for a
person for whom you claimed this type of ex
emption in 2008.

To claim the additional exemption amount,
file Form 8914, Exemption Amount for Taxpay
ers Housing Midwestern Displaced Individuals.
For more information, see Publication 4492-8,
Information for Affected Taxpayers in the Mid
western Disaster Areas.

Exemptions for
Dependents
You are allowed one exemption for each person
you can claim as a dependent. You can claim an
exemption for a dependent even if your depen
dent files a return.

The term "dependent" means:

• A qualifying child, or

• A qualifying relative.

The terms "g~.!.?!!.!.tY!:!.::9.....~t.~H~!' and "g.~.!.~~!.t.ty~.~~.9. ..~~!.?..:
five" are defined later.

You can claim an exemption for a qualifying
child or qualifying relative only if these three
tests are met.

1. Dependent taxpayer test.

2. Joint return test.

3. Citizen or resident test.

These three tests are explained in detail later.

All the requirements for claiming an exemp

m
tion for a dependent are summarized in I.~~.?.~~ ...§..

!
Dependent not allowed a personal
exemption. If you can claim an ex-

. · emption for your dependent, the de-
pendent cannot claim his or her own personal
exemption on his or her own tax return. This is
true even if you do not claim the dependent's
exemption on your return or if the exemption will
be reduced under the phaseout rule described
under Ptlaseout of Exernptions, later.

Housekeepers, maids, or servants. If these
people work for you, you cannot claim exemp
tions for them.

Child tax credit. You may be entitled to a child
tax credit for each qualifying child who was
under age 17 at the end of the year if you
claimed an exemption for that child. For more
information, see the instructions in your tax
forms package.
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Dependent Taxpayer Test

If you could be claimed as a dependent by an
other person, you cannot claim anyone else as a
dependent. Even if you have a qualifying child or
qualifying relative, you cannot claim that person
as a dependent.

If you are filing a joint return and your spouse
could be claimed as a dependent by someone
else, you and your spouse cannot claim any
dependents on your joint return.

Joint Return Test

You generally cannot claim a married person as
a dependent if he or she files a joint return.

Exception. An exception to the joint return
test applies if your child and his or her spouse
file a joint return merely as a claim for refund and
no tax liability would exist for either spouse on
separate returns.

Example 1. You supported your 18-year-old
daughter, and she lived with you all year while
her husband was in the Armed Forces. The
couple files a joint return. You cannot take an
exemption for your daughter.

Example 2. Your 18-year-old son and his
17-year-old wife had $800 of interest income
and no other income. Neither is required to file a
tax return. Taxes were taken out of their interest
income due to backup Withholding so they file a
joint return only to get a refund of the withheld
taxes. The exception to the joint return test ap
plies, so you are not disqualified from claiming
an exemption for each of them just because they
file a joint return. You can claim exemptions for
each of them if all the other tests to do so are
met.

Example 3. The facts are the same as in
EX8rnple 2 except your son had $2,000 of wages

ancf"no--inierest income or backup withholding.
No taxes were taken out of his pay and he and
his wife are not required to file a tax return, but
they file a joint return to claim a making work pay
credit of $124 and get a refund of that amount.

They file the return to get the making work pay
credit, so they are n?t filing it on.ly. as a claim for
refund. The exception to the JOI~t return test
does not apply, so you cannot claim an exemp-
tion for either of them.

Citizen or Resident Test

You cannot claim a person as a dependent un
less that person is a U.S. citizen, U.S. resident
alien, U.S. national, or a resident of Canada or
Mexico. However, there is an exception for cer
tain adopted children, as explained next.

Exception for adopted child. If you are a
U.S. citizen or U.S. national who has legally
adopted a child who is not a U.S. citizen, U.S.
resident alien, or U.S. national, this test is met if
the child lived with you as a member of your
household all year. This exception also applies if
the child was lawfully placed with you for legal
adoption.

'

Child's place of residence. Children usually
are citizens or residents of the country of their
parents.

If you were a U.S. citizen when your child
was born, the child may be a U.S. citizen even if
the other parent was a nonresident alien and the
child was born in a foreign country. If so, this test
is met.

Foreign students' place of residence. For
eign students brought to this country under a
qualified international education exchange pro
gram and placed in American homes for a tem
porary period generally are not U.S. residents
and do not meet this test. You cannot claim an
exemption for them. However, if you provided a
home for a foreign student, you may be able to
take a charitable contribution deduction. See
Expenses Paid for Student Living With You in
Publication 526, Charitable Contributions.

u.s. national. A U.S. national is an individual
who, although not a U.S. citizen, owes his or her
allegiance to the United States. U.S. nationals
include American Samoans and Northern Mari
ana Islanders who chose to become U.S. na
tionals instead of U.S. citizens.

Qualifying Child &(:
There are six tests that must be met for a child to
be your qualifying child. The six tests are:

1. Relationship,

2. Age,

3. Residency,

4. Support,

5. Joint return, and

6. Special test for qualifying child of more
than one person.

These tests are explained next.

R I· h· T
e atlons Ip est

To meet this test, a child must be:

".. Your son, daughter, stepchild, foster child,
or a descendant (for example, your
grandchild) of any of them, or

• Your brother sister half brother half sis-
ter, stepbrother, st~psister, or a descen-
dant (for example, your niece or nephew)
of any of them.

Adopted child. An adopted child is always
treated as your own child. The term "adopted
child" includes a child who was lawfully placed
with you for legal adoption.

Foster child. A foster child is an individual
who is placed with you by an authorized place
ment agency or by judgment, decree, or other
order of any court of competent jurisdiction.

Age Test

To meet this test, a child must be:

• Under age 19 at the end of the year and
younger than you (or your spouse if filing
jointly),
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Table 5. Overview of the Rules for Claiming an Exemption for a Dependent

Caution. This table is only an overview of the rules. For details, see the rest of this publication.

• You cannot claim any dependents if you, or your spouse if filing jointly, could be claimed as a dependent by another taxpayer.

• You cannot claim a married person who files a joint return as a dependent unless that joint return is only a claim for refund
and there would be no tax liability for either spouse on separate returns.

• You cannot claim a person as a dependent unless that person is a U.S. citizen, U.S. resident alien, U.S. national, or a
resident of Canada or Mexico.1

• You cannot claim a person as a dependent unless that person is your qualifying child or qualifying relative.

Tests To Be a Qualifying Child

1. The child must be your son, daughter, stepchild, foster
child, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, stepbrother,
stepsister, or a descendant of any of them.

2. The child must be (a) under age 19 at the end of the year
and younger than you (or your spouse, if filing jointly), (b)
under age 24 at the end of the year, a full-time student,
and younger than you (or your spouse, if filing jointly), or
(c) any age if permanently and totally disabled.

3. The child must have lived with you for more than half of
the year.2

4. The child must not have provided more than half of his or
her own support for the year.

5. The child is not filing a joint return for the year (unless that
joint return is filed only as a claim for refund).

6. If the child meets the rules to be a qualifying child of more
than one person, you must be the person entitled to claim
the child as a qualifying child.

Tests To Be a Qualifying Relative

1. The person cannot be your qualifying child or the
qualifying child of any other taxpayer.

2. The person either (a) must be related to you in one of the
ways listed under Relatives who do not have to live with
you, or (b) must live with you all year as a member of your
household2 (and your relationship must not violate local
law).

3. The person's gross income for the year must be less than
$3,650.3

4. You must provide more than half of the person's total
support for the year.4

1There is an exception for certain adopted children.
2There are exceptions for temporary absences, children who were born or died during the year, children of divorced or separated parents or

parents who live apart, and kidnapped children.
3There is an exception if the person is disabled and has income from a sheltered workshop.
4There are exceptions for multiple support agreements, children of divorced or separated parents or parents who live apart, and kidnapped

children.

• A full-time student under age 24 at the end
of the year and younger than you (or your
spouse if filing jointly), or

• Permanently and totally disabled at any
time during the year, regardless of age.

Example. Your son turned 19 on December
10. Unless he was permanently and totally dis
abled or a full-time student, he does not meet
the age test because, at the end of the year, he
was not under age 19.

Child must be younger than you or spouse.
To be your qualifying child, a child who is not
permanently and totally disabled must be
younger than you. However, if you are married
filing jointly, the child must be younger than you
or your spouse but does not have to be younger
than both of you.

Example 1 - child not younger than you or
spouse. Your 23-year-old brother, who is a
full-time student and unmarried, lives with you
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and your spouse. He is not disabled. Both you
and your spouse are 21 years old, and you file a
joint return. Your brother is not your qualifying
child because he is not younger than you or your
spouse.

Example 2 - child younger than your
spouse but not younger than you. The facts
are the same as in .~~?!!!.i2~~Ll except that your
spouse is 25 years old. Because your brother is
younger than your spouse and you and your
spouse are filing a joint return, your brother is
your qualifying child, even though he is not
younger than you.

Full-time student. A full-time student is a stu
dent who is enrolled for the number of hours or
courses the school considers to be full-time at
tendance.

Student defined. To qualify as a student,
your child must be, during some part of each of
any 5 calendar months of the year:

1. A full-time student at a school that has a
regular teaching staff, course of study, and
a regularly enrolled student body at the
school, or

2. A student taking a full-time, on-farm train
ing course given by a school described in
(1), or by a state, county, or local govern
ment agency.

The 5 calendar months do not have to be con

S
secutive.

Special rules may apply for people who
TIP had to relocate because of the Mid

western storms, tornadoes, or flooding.
For details, see Publication 4492-8.

School defined. A school can be an ele
mentary school, junior or senior high school,
college, university, or technical, trade, or
mechanical school. However, an on-the-job
training course, correspondence school, or
school offering courses only through the Internet
does not count as a school.

Publication 501 (2009)



General Rules

Do I qualify for head of household?

You are entitled to the head of household filing
status only if all of the following apply:

• You were unmarried and not an RDP or met the
requirements to be considered unmarried or
considered not in a registered domestic partnership as
of the last day of the year.

• You paid more than one-half the costs of keeping up
your home for the year.

• Your home was the main home for you and a
qualifying person who lived with you for more than half
the year.

• The qualifying person was related to you and met the
requirements to be a qualifying child or qualifying
relative.

• You were entitled to a dependent exemption credit for
your qualifying person. However, you do not have to
be entitled to a dependent exemption credit for your
qualifying child if you were unmarried and not an RDP
and your qualifying ch.ild was also unmarried and not
an ROP.

• You were not a nonresident alien at any time during
the year.

Qualifying Person

You must have a qualifying person who is related
to you to qualify for head of household filing
status. Your qualifying person must meet the
requirements to be either a qualifying child or
qualifying relative. You must also pay more than
half the cost of keeping up your home in which
you and the qualifying child or qualifying relative
lived for more than half the year. You may not
claim yourself, your spouse/RDP, or your tax
preparer as your qualifying person.

Back to Top

Qualifying Rel,ative

A qualifying relative is a person who meets all of
the following tests:

• Not a Qualifying Child test. Your qualifying person
must not meet the requirements to be your qualifying
child or the qualifying child of anyone else.



·f

:Qualifying Child

A qualifying child is a person who meets all of the
following tests:

• Relationship test. The person must be one of the
relatives listed below or a descendant of such a
person.

Birth child Grandchild

Stepchild .Adopted child

Brother Sister

Half brother Half sister

Stepbrother Stepsister

Niece Nephew

Eligible foster child





RESIDE1, fIAL LEASEIRENTAL ~~GREEMEI~~T
DATED 10/28/2008

A. VARIABLE LEASE TERMS:

~"'""""""~=,"-""..=-'- .~==:==c..ttl><-~

RESIDENCE DESCRIPTION: D (If checked) A single family residence
I

~ (If checked) Part of a multi-family residential con1plex known as Royal Equestrian Apartlnents I
i

.._----'ji

UNIT NUMBER: 126 UNIT TYPE: studio llNIT ADDRESS:
i

unfurnished i
1---- --------+--- -----+----------------------;--- --------1
COllNTY: CITY: California ZyP: I

I

TE.~i\.~f:::<.:·::' - .~
COMMENCEMENT DATE: EARLY POSSESSION I~ (If checked) Resident has been granted an EARLY TERl\tlINATION ~ (if checked) Af:er thc !
11/2/2008 DATE: N/A I.?PT~O~. To e~ercise this option, Residen.t must pay ~n Ea.rly . Te!'mination Date, this I

Iennmatlon OptIon Fee of $1042.00 and give notice of ResIdent's Agreenlent 'will continue on ~l I

Ielection to exercise the option at least 30 days before the Early m'~nth-to-Inonth b~~sis until j
TERMINATION DATE: ,Termination Date. tenninated LlS spec~ned i
11/112009

' els.ewhere in this A:D'eemenL.. ii
II i

1--__-- - - .....-------......--=-""=---------------------------'.-...........----......................'N"""'....=lal:~·=-==j

:RESIDENJ(S): ..J
NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): NAf\AE (First, Middle Initial, Last): NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) :
Clinton Bookmye.· I

NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : ----I
·1

~L....J.-ST-.,:~O~·F~::·A-.·:L....:'L~··/.~i)'"!-"·c~;C~·U....:1 ..p:...A-:N-j-~S-(..:D""!"'.()..:il..:~-t:-ll-st...a-ny-I:-j~-e-si ...de-n-ts-·...fr...ol-n...a-b-ov-e-):-----------------"'----------....-~---.......- ....'ll:&rll.c:..::aocz:u-l
NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): DATE OF BIRTH: NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): DATE ()F BIRTH: ~I'
Chloe Bookmyer

-_._._-~NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): DATE OF BIRTH: NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : DATE ()F BIRTH:

"""'""""""""''''''''_-:r'-",=c=x:=mj
I

GUARANTOR(S) Name (First, Middle Initial, Last) :

LANDLORD NAME: Royal Equestrian Apartments

PROPERTY MANAGER: SARES-REGIS I
Manag~mentCompany

TELEPllONE NUMBER:
NAME: Sares-Regis Group ADDRESS: 18802 Bardeen Ave., Irvine, CA 926]2

---1I
....- ~~~__..~~~--~~~~~--__--~--...--.------__-------~-(9-4-9-)7_5.....6_-5_9_5_9__~."-""""""'""mu.=am_~
t-l\1_0_Nrr_·.H_L:·Y..:;·_j~_·E_.N_:'T_··::_·:··.·_· --- :.--..~- _---------- ------- -- ~..c=r._~1

Monthly Base Rent ~ (if checked) PARKING SPACE NO.: 0 (if checked) Pet Fee

-__r-
0 (if

-.,...".....---
chf!cked) Storage

--
Space No: I,

Amount: $1,042.00 Underground-8 Monthly Amount:
Monthly j\.tnount: I

o (If checked) Monthly Amount: f

t-----------a...-----------~I100--_- L__ _=""'_ _......__~.>,~~~~~
!

ISECURITY [)E~OSIT:$SOO.OO--~LATE CHARGE (Applied if paynlents have not been received within 4 days of their due date): $50.00 -I

...P_A_\_/1\_1E_·N..·:_T..::i_N:_ST_<:·;R...···_b_c..T..·"O_.·_N_~:_<_"--------....----------r---------------.-: .,.. .-~=-= .",.,..=:=~~
l8IAlI amounts due Landlord are payable to \ I • I

. Payment must be made by: Landlord's Initials~ I
~ Money Order ~ Cashiers Check l8J Visa, MasterCard /}£ I
18I Personal Check - No personal checks will be accepted after the 4'" day of the month or Resident's Initials0 --- ----. --- --_--~- I
in response to a notice to pay rent or quit or a notice to perform covenant or quit requiring ~.

paylnent. The nomlal hours available to make paynlents in person on all non-holiday MOD

Sat: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Sun: 11 :00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. For your convenience, a twenty-
-

four hour, seven days a week rent payment drop box is available at the leasing office which
+ I

~
...i_s_lo_c_at_e_d_a_t_th_e_a_d_d_re_s_s_ab_o_v_e_" .......... ...Io--------------------------.------J

Kilnball, Tirey & St. John California Residential Lease/Rental Agreenlent
© 2003-2005 - Kinlball, Tirey & St. John. All rights reserved.

This lease J11ay not be duplicated in any way withoul the express written consent ofKinlball~ Tirey & St. John.
Licensed for LIse on properties owned or managed by Sares-Regis Group
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RESIDE1\, t~IAL LEASEIRENTAL l-\.GREEMEI~T
DATED ] 0/13/2009

A. VARIABLE LEASE TERMS:

-..-.- .. -- - ~,_. .....->='-'=--'-'~.=~

RESIDENCE DESCRIPTION: D (If checked) A single fan1ily residence
~ (ifchecked) Part of a multi-fatnily residential complex known as 1200 Riverside Apartments ~

~
~

UNIT NUl\1BER: 126 UNIT TYPE: Oxl UNIT ADDRESS:
-----i

~g
----i

COUNTY CITY: California ZIP: !
-

TERl\1:

COMl\1ENCEMENT DATE: EARLY POSSESSION ~ (Ifchecked) Resident has been granted an EARLY TERMINATION ~ (If checked) Aft;~r the
11/2/2009 DATE: N/A OPTION., To exercise this option, Resident nlust pay an Early Tea-mination Date~ this

Termination Option Fee of $1042.00 and give notice of Resident's Agreenlent will continue on a
election to exercise the option at least 30 days before the Early Inonth-to-month bnsis until

TERl\'lINATION DATE: Termination Date. tenninated as specified I
10/28/2010

els{.~'where in this Ae-greement.

-.,

.RESIDENT(S):
-',

NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): Nl\.ME (First, Middle Initial, Last): NATvlE (First, Middle Initial, Last) :
Clinton Bookmyer

I
I

NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : NAI\IIE (First, Middle initial, Last) :

LIST OFALLOCCUrA.NTS (po npt li$.t any ResiQentsfron1 ab.ove):

NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): DATE OF BIRTH: NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : DATE OF BIRTH~
Chloe Booknlyer

-
NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last): DATE OF BIRTH: NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) : DATI: OF BIRTH:

.----1

GlJARr'\.NTOR(S) Nanle (First, Middle Initial. Last) :

LANDLORD NAME: 1200 Riverside Apartments

PROPERTY l\tIANAGER: SARES-REGIS l\'lanage'l1ent Company

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

3
NAME: Sares-Regis Group ADDRESS: 18802 Bardeen Ave., Irvine, CA 92612

(818) 843-2441
'''''''''-

IVIONTHLy'RENT

Monthly Base Rent IZJ (If checked) PARKING SPACE NO.: l'8J (If checked) Pet Fee D archecked) Storage Space No:
Monthly Amount:Amount:$1,042.00 underground -8 [

o
Monthly IUTIouot:

(Ifchecked) Monthly Arl1ount: $0.00

--=.",0;.-

-
ISECURITY DEJ>OSIT: $500.00

LATE CHARGE (Applied if payments have not been received within 4 days of their due date): $50.00

PA\'i\'IENT INSTRUCTIONS:
"=_=n,~

[8IAII m110unts due Landlord are payable to
. Payment must be made by:

Landlord's Initials~
[8J Money Order [8J Cashiers Check ~ Visa, MasterCard

I:8J Personal Check - No personal checks will be accepted after the 41h day of the l110nth or Resident's Initial~ --- --- ---------- -----
in response to a notice to pay rent or quit or a notice to perfofln covenant or quit requiring
payment. The normal hours available to make payments in person on all non-holiday 1\:lon-
Sat: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Sun: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. For your convenience, a twenty-
four hour. seven days a week rent payment drop box is available at the leasing office which

@
is located at the address above.

Kimball, Tirey & S1. John California Residential Lease/Rental Agreement
© 2003-2005 - Kilnball, Tirey & S1. John. All rights reserved.

This lease 1l1ay not be duplicated in any way without the express written consent of Kimball, Tirey & 51. John
Licensed for use on properties owned or managed by Sares-Regis Group
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